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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW YEAR. 


We avail ourselves of a season, which fixes a durable mark in the 
course of our labors, and is regarded with interest by almost ev- 
ery one, to offer some observations to the serious consideration of 
our readers. In doing this we would wish to avoid, as much as 
possible, the formality of an annual ceremony, and to enter directly 
upon such topics as may be presumed to deserve some attention. 

It may well be supposed, that those, who statedly peruse a relig- 
ious magazine, will be influenced, in some measure at least, by 
such views of Christian duty, as their own consciences shall sanc- 
tion. We take this opportunity. therefore, to remind all our read- 
ers, (and especially all of them, who have professed faith in 
Christ.) of the duties which press upon them with peculiar force, at 
the present day. 

The first duty is to obtain correct and enlarged views, both of 
Christian doctrine, and a corresponding practice. ‘Phat pains are 
to be employed in acquiring docteinal knowledge will be admitted 
by many, who imagine that a knowicdye of practical duties may be 
ebiained without care or inquiry y. Such an opinion is altogether in- 
eorrect. ‘he most noble of the sciences, ihe science of doing good, 
is too little sttdied. If it were better understood, and made the 
subject of daily contemplation, the way would be prepared for a 
grander display of benevolence on a large scale, than the world has 
ever yetseen. The ultimate object aimed at would indeed be the 
same, which has been pursued by the truly virtuous in every age; 
but a peculiar sublimity w ould mark the enter prises, in ‘whic hh 
Christians of every nation and every language should engage with 
enlightened minds and united efforts; and a peculiar glory would 
erown these enterprises. ‘The employment of doing good.—of aim- 
ing directly by prompt and vigorous action to promote ihe perma- 
nent good of others,—should be made a part of the regular business 
of every Christian. It shauld be reduced to a system, and should 
have a large share of time and property assigned io it. ‘This time 
and property should be sacredly devoted to God, and employed in 
the best practicable way; not squandered on doubtful or useless pro- 


jects, nor hearded up for future oce asions, which may never arrive; 


but wisely apportioned to purposes of unquestionable utility,of great 
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importance, and pressing urgency. How can all this be done, un- 
less the great body of C hristians are formed and disciplined to the 
great work in which it should be their honor and their happiness to 
bear a part? How shall they be brought to feel, to plan, to act in 
unison? Manifestly in no other way than by obtaining, each one 
for himself, a correct understanding of their duties, and possessing 
aheart to discharge them. But let us descend to particulars, 

When the Christian sets himself in earnest about the great busi- 
ness of doing good; when he solemnly proposes to himself the ques- 
tion, «How can I most successfully promote the happiness of my 
fellow creatures?” the first requisite to exertion is to know the 
wants of mankind. In this indispensable requisite Christians have 
generally been deficient; and though the deficiency may have been 

less culpable heretofore than at present, it has never been justifia- 
ble. in estimating the wants of men, a principal regard should be 
had to their moral wants, as these have respect to the vast concerns 
of eternity, and as the wants of the body are more visible to a cur- 
gory observer, and more ¢cadily relieved by the world in general, 
than those which concern the immortal part. 

Let the truly benevolent inquire, then, «What do my fellow crea- 
tures need? What can they receive, what ought they to receive, at 
my hand??? ‘Lhe more the inquiry is prosec “uted the more interest- 
ing will it become; and though it will soon furnish motives enough 
for prompt exertion, a larger and still larger field will present. it- 
self to be explored. Many, indeed. and pressing are the wants of 
men, Which itis in the power of Christians to relieve; many, which 
if once relieved would be succeeded by lasting supplies, by **dura- 
ble riches and righteousness.” 

Should the proposed inquiry begin at home, as seems most nat- 
ural; let the inquirer, after consideri ing the cece of his own family 
and immediate connexions, turn his thoughts to the town in which 
he resides, and to the vicinity. Are there no destitute neighbor- 
hoods within his kKnowlec Ise, where the people need to be awakened 
to the duty of possessing and reading the Bible, of giving their 
children a good common education, and of observing divine institu- 
tions? Are there no individuals destitute of the Bible; no prayeriess 
families, no sabbath-breakers, no profane and intemperate persons, 
who need to be admonished and reclaimed? Are there no afflicted 
and desponding souls, who need to be comforted and encouraged? 
none defenceless and oppressed, who need protection and vindica- 
tion? none becoming enslaved to bad habits, who need to be arous- 
ed toa contemplation oftheir danger, and rescued from the fangs of 
the great adversary just fastening upon them? none falling a prey 
to infidelity and skepticism, but still not entirely callous and desti- 
tute of feeling? none relapsing into heathenism, within sight of the 

sanctuary, and i in the midst ofa Christian country? Are there no 
professors of religion, who need to be instructed in their plainest 
duties, stimulated to a vigorous activity, and disenthralled from the 
bondage of avarice, ignorance, or prejudice? none, who seem nev- 
gv to have doubted whethor a supreme regard to their private inter- 
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est, so far as concerns their intercourse in society, is not the most 
laudable of principles? none, who have never yet conccived, that 
they were born for any other purpose, than to pass through life 
with reputation, provide for their families, and seek their own sal- 
vation? none, who are mere-babes in Christ, almost totally regard- 
less of their exalted privileges and their high destination, though 
intelligent, judicious, and persevering in the attainment of mere 
worldly objects? none, whose example and iafluence are adverse to 
the cause of truth, and discreditable to the Christian profession? 

Whien he takes a wider rang’, and Jooks upon the evils, which 
exist in the best regulated civil communities, how many does he 
find, which demand speedy correction, and firm, united, unyielding 
counteraction? In whichever state of the American union the in- 
quirer may reside, how many vices does he discover which need to 
be restrained by penal laws? How many wise and salutary laws 
need to be enforced; how many defective ones amended; how many, 
that oppose the wishes of the corrupt part of the community, need 
to be sustained by the united approbation and cooperation of all the 
friends of human happiness. How many waste places may be found 
even in the most favored portions of our couutry? places which 
should immediately be reclaimed frem the wsurped dominion of bri- 
ers and thorns, and subjected to a moral culture, which would soon 
make them a part of the garden of the Lord? How faint and feeble 
ig the resistance now opposed to great public evils, compared with 
that bold, assured countenance, and that unhesitating voice, with 
which a Christian people ought to express their decided testimony 
against whatever is injurious to the souls of men. 

If the view be extended over the United States, there are several 
great classes of his countrymen, who urgently require attention, 
Whatshall be done, what needs to be done, for the benefit of the people of 
the new settlements, a vast proportion of whom are without schools, 
without the regular observance of the Sabbath, without the preach- 
ing of the Gospekk The necessity becomes more imperious, when it 
is considered, that the increase of populatien is vastly greater than 
the increase of the means of providing effectaally for the moral 
wants of the inhabitants. How deplorable is the cendition of the 
people, where the Sabbath is not regarded, where the Bible is 
not read, and the rising generation are not taught to think of God, 
of Christ, and of salvation. How distressing the thought, that such 
a state of things should continue, (as it will “continue unless human 
agency shall remove the evil,) from generation to generation. How 
imperative the cal! upon every generous and philanthropic principle, 
especially upon every pious feeling, to reach out the hand of Chris- 
tian charity to these our suffering brethren; many of whom, indeed, 
are not sensible of their condition, which is the more lamentable 
for that very reason. 

Another great class of our countrymen are truly deserving of 
compassion: we refer to the slave population of the United States. 
When chall this million of immortal beings enjoy a more favored 














4 Address to the Pubdlic. JAN. 


lot? We enter not here into any schemes of emancipation from the 
control of their masters; but when shall they be emancipated from 
the slavery of Satan? Whien shail they be taught to read the Bible? 
When shall they rise to the proper dignity of man; and have secur- 
ed to them the inestimable blessings of early education and Chris- 
tian instruction? When shall they be prepared to form cheerful and 
happy communities, to constitute regular and weli-taught churches, 
to understand and enjoy the sublime truths of Christianity, and to 
practise all its relative duties? 

Within our own borders, also, are to be found numerous small 
tribes of Indians, remaining, for the most part, as our ancestors 
found them two hundred years ago;in the same heathenish dark- 
ness and delusion, the same idleness and stupidity. the same igno- 
rance and barbarism. Surrounded by men of the most dissolute 
and abandoned character. the greater part of these tribes have 
made progress in vice, and in that only, from their connexion with 
the whites. How low is their present degradation; how arducus 
the process of improvement, and yet how necessary. Who that 
bears the name of a Christian can be willing, that this much abus- 
ed race of men shall never be raised from their present condition? 
Who can think without pain of their continuing to be the victims of 
fraud and vice, the slaves of prejudice and superstition, unenlight- 
ened by a single ray from the Sun of righteousness, uninvited te 
partake of the blessings of the Gospel? 

When the inquirer casts his eyes beyond the limits of his own 
eountry, he sees a world lying in wickedness; he behelds in every 
nation, most deplorable evidences of sin end misery; he is ready to 
exclaim, «flow can these enormous evils be removed? How can the 
world be renewed:” 

It may be well to direct our attention, for a few moments, to 
those unhappy portions of the world.which seem capable of deriving 
benefit from the benevolence of Christians in this country. Look 
at the wandering tribes, which inhabit the interior of America. 
‘Taught only to hunt and tomake war, they sink into torpid indo- 
Jence unless roused by the calls of appetite, or by the malignant 
and vindictive passions. Tlow many are their privations, how few 
their comforts, how uncultivated their minds, how hopeless their 
spiritual condition. Look at the mixed population of provinces set- 
tled by Europeans, both in North and South America. See the 
mass of the people enveloped in superstitious ignorance bordering 
on heathenism; without the Bible, without any proper means of in- 
struction. and without any prospect of improvement, unless by as- 
sistance from abroad. Look at the Jews, til] very recently outcasts 
in every country where they dwell. persecuted, oppressed, despised, 
sordid in their habits. bard-hearted. and obstinately wedded to 
their infidelity and their crimes. How great has been the guilt of 
nations called Christian, in reference to this ancient people. How 
long have arrears been accumulating: and how vigorous must the 
exertions of Christians become to wipe off these frightful arrears. 

Look at the tribes of Africa, and the populous realms ef Asia, 
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weighed to the earth by Mahometan oppression and ignorance, 
everrun with an endless variety of false religions, with supersti- 
tions the most debasing, with vices the most gross and abominable. 
T'o many of these nations commerce has furnished our countrymen, 
with the means of access. Though removed thousands of miles, 
the improvements of civilized society have made them our neigh- 
bors, and it is as easy for the peeple of America to do them good, 
as it is for the people of different states and communities to do good 
to each other. 

After such a survey of the wants of mankind, it is natural to 
suppose, that many will ask, “Is it possible for any thing to be 
done to relieve these wants? Is not the undertaking so arduous as 
to discourage even the attempt? Can we do any thing? or must we 
not rather sigh in despair over the wretched condition of the world, 
and forget the miseries of cur fellow-creatures as quick as we can, 
that our feelings may not be pained with the sight of distresses 
Which we cannot remover’ ‘The proper answer to such inquiries 
wll force itself upon the mind, when the following topics shall have 
keen well considered. 

Let every man. who is scriously inclined to do what he can for 
the benefit of ethers, sit down and make a deliberate estimate of 
what he is able to do, Itis to be taken for granted, that every 
man is able to do scemething, if he has property, time, or influence. 
Let each one, then ask himself, if he cannot spare property for the 
benefit of his fellow men: By strict economy in expenses, and in- 
dustrious attention to lis business, can he not spare more than he 
at first supposed? By a rigorous self-denial can he not spare 2 
great deal more than he had ever imagined: We could relate some 
facts relative to the sums given in charity by persons in moderate 
circumstances, which would astonish the rich worldling, and which 
ougit to cover with shame the avaricious professor of religion. But 
not to digress from the train of inquiries. Has the person, whose 
case we are considering, no dime at his disposals If he answers in the 
affirmative, lethim seek opportunities of using it to the best advantage. 
Instead of wasting it in idleness, in unprofitable reading, in visits 
of ceremony, in politics, in schemes of personal aggrandizement. 
Jet him spend it in Cevising liberal things, in consulting on the best 
means of promoting the prosperity of Zion, in offering as he may be 
able, instruction to the ignorant, confort to the afflicted, and re- 
lief to the poor and the sick. Has he influence? Can he not induce 
ethers to engage with him in the various works of mercy which 
have beenenumerated? Can he notawaken the attention of his friends 
and neighbers to things of great importance to mankind, and 
withdraw their thoughts from subjects light and trifling, er cor- 
rupting and mischievous? 

After he has duly considered these topics. let him ponder on the 
stupendous works which can be accomplished by united exertion. 
What wonders are union and perseverance, joined with vigorous 
enterprise, continually effecting in the important concerns ef this 
world;—in commerce, politics, and war, Lot him, whe is inclined 
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to doubt and despond when any great work of benevolence is pro- 
posed, contemplate the pyramids of Egypt. They were erected by 
human hands. Or, to take an object with which our readers are 
more familiar, let him see the oaks taken from our forests, the ore 
from our hills, and the hemp from our fields, and transformed into 
a ship of the line, a vast and complicated engine, with prodigious 
means of annoyance and defence, of destruction and preservation. 
Let him see this engine on the ocean, with its thousand inhabitants 
and provision for their wants, encountering the most furious storms, 
safely directed in the darkest nights, under the easy control of hu- 
man agency: and, while he admires this noblest triumph of art, in- 
genuity, and courage over the elements, let him acknowledge, 

“Such are the achievements of union and perseverance.” 

Let it be received as a maxim, then, that if all professed Chris- 
tians were deeply engaged; (we do not say, if they were supremely 
engaged, or as much engaged as the nature of the case requires;) 
but if they were seriously, conscientiously, deliberately engaged to 
ehange the moral face of the world, they might easily accomplish it 
in a moderate time. ‘To be more explicit, the professed Christians 
ef the present day might put means in operation,which should spee- 
dily furnish every family, and almost every individual, upon earth 
with a Bible; every neighborhood witha good school; every con- 
gregation with a spiritual instructor; ev ery large community with 
a College and a T heological Seminary; every iiation with mild and 
salutary laws, and with all the blessings of g eood government. When 
we say this, we do not mean to encourage a presumptuous depend- 
ance on mere human agency? Farfrom it. But when has God 
withheld his approbation and blessing from persevering exertions to 
promote his glory, and to bring about that very consummation, which 
his unerring W ord has predicted? Have not infant enterprises, em- 
bryo works of benevolence, been cherished, increased, and strength- 
ened by him, till they have attracted the notice of mankind? And 
gan it be doubted, whether he would smile upon similar schemes, 
formed with the most expanded views, and contemplating the only 

safe rule of Christian activity; viz. that nothing should be left un- 
attempted. while any thing remains to be done? 

When the heart is war med with the desire of doing good, of be- 
friending every charitabie work, let it be considered by each indi- 
vidual, that he ought to communicate his reflections to others, and 
to excite, as far as may be, a general interest and inquiry OB 
such subjects. ‘The nec essity of obtaining religious information, 
of acquiring a habit of reading religious public ations, and of mak- 
ing the foregoing topics the si tanding subjec ts of thought, and in- 
quiry, in social and family circles, should be inculcated and exem- 
plified. 

it is never to be forgotten, that the wisest plans will be defeated, 
the most hopeful prospects blasted. unless perseverance be added to 
ail other encouraging qualities. Itis to be settled in every Chris- 
tian’s mim, that there is no discharge in this world from the war in 
which he is engaged; that he must net content limself with a few 
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transitory efforts, and then relapse into indolence; that the cause ia 
which he is engaged is worthy of the uuimnost zeal and service of ev- 
ery man; that to withhold this service is a criminal desertion; and 
that the gratification of having begun a good work will be changed 
into regret, disappointment, and remorse, unless perseverance se- 
cure the unalloyed satisfaction of a continued progress in virtue and 
usefulness. 

To stimulate his languid zeal, let him often compare the vigorous 
activity of men, in the pursuit of mere worldly objects,with the puny 
efforts which Christians have been accustomed to make in the pur- 
suit of objects which they never fail to pronounce to be unspeakably 
important, and which are in fact of infinitely more value, than it is 
in the power of man to estimate. With what unceasing diligence do 
multitudes toil for riches,which often make the possessors unhappy, 
and lay up a plentiful store of misery for their children. With 
what ardor does the ambitious man pursue his schemes ot popular- 
ity and distinction, and the voluptuary devote himself to his sensual 
pleasures. With what zeal does the artist, the ingenious mechanic, 
or the professional man seck after eminence in his profession. Shall 
Christians be witnesses of this incessant activity, these energetic 
libors, and not be ashamed of their own dulness, apathy and in- 
dolence. 

At the close of these remarks, we would exhort Christians to con- 
sider how great is the privilege of serving God in promoting the 
success of his Gospel. ‘The late venerable Dr. Hopkins of Salem, 
at one of the last missionary meetings which he atteuded, express- 
ed in conversation his high sense of this privilege, and concluded by 
observing, that Christians have insome respects a more interesting 
agency than that of angels; for while here in the body they can ex- 
ert adirect, constant, and powerful influence on the minds of each 
other and of all around them, and can enjoy the satisfaction of be- 
ing employed to build up from among the rains of the apostasy a 
glorious temple to JEHOVAH. 

Let it be remembered, however, that this privilege is of short dur- 
ation. Those who enjoy it cannot be too sedulous to use it now; not 
to suffer year after year to pass and witness their languid and feeble 
efforts, their timid and wavering steps, their fainting zeal. While 
we are writing these paragraphs, the sorrowful tidings reach us, 
that one, and another, and another, of those pillars on which our 
country leaned, are fallen to the ground and mingled with the dust. 
These melancholy events teach us, more powerfully than a thou- 
sand precepts. that now is the time for diligence, activity, and en- 
ergy in the service of God; now is the time for cach one to consult 
the welfare of his own soul, and to assist in directing the foet ef oth- 
as into the path of life. | 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Panoplist 

A PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE, 
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In the former number, I took a view of the practical tendency of the 
doctrines of grace, then stated: endeavoring to show what effect : 
= ; 8 


a full belief in them is culcwaled to produce. 1 now proceed in the 
practical illustration of them, 

{]. iy dn appeal lo facts in relation to their influence on the minds 
of those who fully believe them. kere L shail endeavor to show 
what effect a delicf in them has actually produced, and is still pro- 
ducing. 

But I would remark, in the first place, thatthe doctrines under 
consideration were not all fully revealed at once, as we now find 
them. Indeed, some of them never appeared so clearly inthe Old 
‘Testament as in the New. Nor were they all taught with so much 
perspicuity in the days of Christ's ministry, as they were after his 
ascension. One part of the office assigned to the Spirit, when he 
eaine subsequently to Christ's ascension, was to guide the Apostles 
‘iito all truth.” be therefore guided them into a more Clear, system- 
atic knowledge of the leading doctrines of grace, than they had ev- 
er beiore possessed. "The time had then come when the church was 
to be ereatly enlarged; when the knowledge of the Gospel was te 
be publish ed to Gentiles as well us to Jews; when Christ was to see 
more extensively «his seed’? and the «travail of bis soul; and when 
the canon of Scripture was to be completed. It was therefore the 
esel tines” When these doctrines should be fully and explicitly re- 
vealed. Hence St. Paulsaid to the Ephesians, chap. ii, 5, when 
speaking of the mystery of Christ,” that in other ages sit was not | 
mode kuowu unto the sous of men, as itis now revealed unto his holy : 
4g and prophets. by the Spirit.’ And hence inthe Acts and in 
the Episdes of these holy spostles, we find a more clear, system- 
atic, and connected statement of these doctrines. than in any other 
posdon ofthe sacred oractes. And we also find what was the ac- 
tual effect of a full beth fin them. For it will be taken for granted, 
that the Yagi and the great body of the saints ja that age did 
helieve them. Ec:ise why did the apostles so clearly state them.whes 
guided by ispiration, and give the character of their brethren, by 
saying that they were vestablished in the faith as they had been 
taughi? Col. ii, 7. 

Ashall atiend first to factsin the days of the aposties, and endeavor te 
show What effect a beliefin the doctrines in question had then. Here 
I have an infallible guide, even the testimony of Scripture. Accord- 
ing to this plain testimony the effect ofa full belief in them was fa- 
vorable to godliness. It made the apostles holy, humble, charit- 
able, obedient, and devoted to God. It made them faithful, as the 
servants of God; affectionate, honest, and beneficent, as brethren in , 
the human family; and peculiarly dutifal, and obedient as subgects : 
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of civil government. This belief affected their whole life and de- 
portment. No men ever gave more evidence of having a filial fear 
of God, and a tender operative solicitude for the best good of men, 
even of their enemies. than the apostles. ‘These enemies ‘took 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.” Acts Iv, 13. 

The same effect was produced on the great body of believers in 
that age. They too were holy, harmicss, charitable, and devoted to 
the service of God. Like the apostles, they possessed a ineek, for- 
giving temper, and had inthem that excellent spirit, the fruits of 
which were love, joy. peace. gentleness, goodness, and patience. 
They were peaceable subjects of civil government; benevolent and 
charitable; ready and active in doing good, as they had opportu- 
nity. Their belief had a commanding influence on their whole de- 
portment. Their conduct, like that of the Apostles, exhibited an 
almost entire contrast with that of their enemies, and of all those 
who opposed the doctrines of grace: a contrast altogether favora- 
ble to the influence of truth. They exiibited such examples 
of meekness, patience, forgiveness, honesty, and piety, as 
were no where else to be found. It was impossible, unless by false 
witnesses. as inthe caseof Stephen. to substantiate Criminal charges 
against them The effect of trerr belicf, therefore, was actually 
favorable to godliness: it made them better in society: it changed 
them, atleast some of them, from fornicators, idolaters, aduiterers, 
thieves, covetuus men, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners, inte 
the honest, humble followers of Christ = 1 Cor. vi, 9—11. 

Now if we leave Scripture, and examine church history, and even 
eivil history during the three first centuries of the Christian era, we 
shall findin agreat degree the same effect produced by the samme cause. 
During this period, the age of Paganpersecution, wherever these doc- 
trines were fully believed, the holy eifoctof them was visible. And where 
they were denied and opposed, no genuine practical religion could 
be found. Notasection of Pagan history can afford such accounts, 
as are given of believers at Anitoch, at Smyrna, at Epliesus, at Car- 
thage, at Lyons, at Rome, and at other places, during that period. 
We have thus far, all the evidence and stubbornness of numerous 
facts, to show what has actually beeuw produced by a full belief in 
the doctrines of grace; especially in the Divinity of Christ; in total 
depravity; in regeneration by the Spirit; and in justification by faith 
in Christ. We have the same stubbornness of facts, also, te show 
what has been the effect of denying these doctrines, 

if we pass to the fourth and fifth centuries of the Christian era, 
the same thing will appear. Psinful as it may be to some at this 
day to hear it, we have ali the evidence of historical testimony, the 
only direct evidence’ of such past events which we can have, that 
heretics and opposers of leading Gospel truths, although in the vis- 
ible church, have ever been destitute of a Christia» spirit, and 
Wanting in Christian practice. {t is a fact, authenti ated by plain 
historical testimony, that, in the fourth century, Arius and his fol- 
lowers betrayed an entire want of Christian humility and honesty; 
that they resorted to art, sophistry, falsehood, and even persecution. 
in support of their heresy, and in opposition to “sound doctrine.” 

Vex. XIE 3 
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‘They showed, while denying the Divinity of Christ, that they had 
not his Spirit,and that they were not influenced either by his pre- 
cepts, or by the plain testimony ofhis apostles. Itis also true, that 
about the beginning of the fifth century, Pelagius and his followers 
were ambiguous, evasive, and dishones!, in denying the special 
srace of God in regeneration. In this denial, and in their deport- 
ment, they showed, that they never had experienced the operation 
of this grace on their hearts. Both the Arians and the Pelagians 
showed, that they had neither that spirit nor the fruits of it, by 
which those who then believed the doctrines of grace were actuated. 
Although true believers were, at that time, less pure, charitable, 
patient, and heavenly-minded, than in the apostolic age, yet all 
that did appear of genuine practical religion, (and there was then 
nosmail degree ofit,) was found among thuse, who, like Athana- 
sius, Ambrose, and Augustine, believed these doctrines. 
if we next turn our attention to the Papal heresy at Rome; if we 
look at the long period of darkness, superstition, and abominable 
idolatry, the same thing still appears. It is a well known fact, 
that the Popes, and their adherents, were men notoriously destitute 
of the holy fruits of religion. ‘The contrast between them and those 
who still believed the doctrines of grace, is at once suflicient to 
show What is the practical effect of believing the truth. We need 
no stronger evidence than they exhibited, during a period of at 
least 8 or 900 years, that a denial of le: ading doctrines is produc- 
tive of irreligious and immoral practice. Nor do we need strong- 
ev evidence than was exhibited even in that dark age, that a belief 
in the leading doctrines of grace is productive of real holiness of 
life. Believers, for such there were, in more northern, and what 
were Called more barbarous regions, were men of practical holiness, 
Vhose who were then found in Germany, Poland, Denmark, and 
Sweden, and especially the Paulicians, aad the Waldenses, exhib- 
ited, in their life and deportment, that contrast with the Popes 
and their adherents in sentiment, which gave the most decided ev- 
idence in favor of believing tlie truth. Facts are thus far uniform in 
proving what was intended tobe proved by them in thisinvestigation. 
They also prove the same, in the period of the great reformation 
by Luther. Odious as he and his associates have been attempt- 
ed to be rendered by the pen of obloquy, for their austerity, supersti- 
tion, and hypocrisy; yet by drawing aside this thick veil, and by 
looking at them, and at their f lowers, as they appear on the page 
of church histor y, we shall find them among ‘the best of the men of 
thatage. Alth ough they were imperfect, they certainly exhibited 
that humility, patience, and forgiveness, those fruits peculiar to 
genuine religion, which ave sought for altogether in vain among 
those who then denied and opposed these doctrines. There were 
some, there were many, among these reformers, and their followers, 































































Gospel truth. 
f now make an appeal to facts in the present age; and shall at- 
tempt to show, that they still prove the same thing. Here Iam 
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aware, that every inch of ground is liable to be disputed; and that 
of course this part of the subject requires careful attention. I 
shall therefore endeavor to proceed safely. But before I proceed 
directly to the main subject, it appears somewhat essential to state 
two facts in relation to it. One is this. Among the persons at 
this day, who profess to believe in most or all the doctrines un- 
der consideration, there are some. Who give no practical evidence 
of love to them. Their faith, if such it may be called, is dead: it has 
no influence on their life. ‘They seem to have a mere speculative 
belief in these doctrines, which though it may affect the head, does 
not affect the heart. ‘The light of truth is now so clear, that they 
must see it; though they neither love nor practice it. Such persons 
greatly injure the cause of truth. They give occasion to say, that a 
belief in the doctrines of the Gospel is of little or no importance 
tioanyman. But this is not true of all, nor of the greater part of 
those, who believe the ductrines under consideration, as I shall at- 
tempt to prove. 

Another fact, in relation to this subject, is this. Many who op- 
pose these doctrines have adopted the maxim, that it is of no con- 
sequence What a man’s religious opinions may be, provided his con- 
duct is correct.” Or to state the same thing in different words; ‘a 
man may be as good a Christian if he does notbelieve the doctrines of 
grace, as if he does believe them.” ‘This is indeed a popular maxim; 
but it has no foundation in truth. Besides, it involves the very thing 
in question: and in making an appeal to facts relative to the effect 
of a belief in the doctrines of grace, L shali endeavor to show, that 
this maxim is contradicted by fuct. ‘Yo do this, and at the same 
time to pursue the main object before me, | find it necessary to 
state, that there are two very different standards of morality, or 
sscorrect conduct,” prevailing amoug different persons, One is 
the common opinion of men: the other is the plain precepts of the 
Bible. The first of these is at best variable; it rises or falls, with the 
common tone or pitch of morais in society. Still among men of 
the world, this is the most generally adopted standard of good 
conduct. It is often said, if men are honorable, and what is called 
honest, in their dealings; if they are not mean and vulgar, and openly 
immoral in their deportment; and are guilty of nodisgraceful crime; 
and if they are humane and liberal to the poor, they are as good 
Christians as can be found. But let no one be deceived. This is 
the opinion of the world. And Jesus Christ has assured us, that 
the world will love its own. Men of the world are willing, that this 
should constitute the essence of real religion. It apparently makes 
no difference with them, if these good Christians, asthey call them, 
have no fixed religious principles, and sentiments; if they neglect 
prayer, public worship, and every such duty; if they disregard the 
holy Sabbath; if they occasionally sneer at the humble followers of 
Christ; and if they indulge in all the vain amusements, which the 
world calls innocent. They call this mere heathen morality the es- 
sence of religion. And on this ground, a man may be as good a 
Christian if he dees not, as if he docs, believe the doctrines of srace. 
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On this ground, he may believe any thing, or nothing, as is most 
congenial to his feclings, and most in conformity to popular preju- 
dices; for all dis:inction between heathenism and Christianity is, 
In tils way, at ouce con ‘founded, 

lt is true, that the’social and relative duties above related are re- 
quired in Scripture. Ut is no less true, that these are not all the du- 
ties, which are there required; nor are these the main duties, by the 
discharge of which Christians can be fairly disting .ished from the 
mere men of the world, For even ur isis may, and in some lustan- 
ees have done, or have had the credit of doing, these things 

But there is another, and a far itt erent standard of morals, or of 
genuine Christianity. which vow merits attention. LT mean the 
plain precepts of the Bible. "Piis never changes; never rises above 
itself, nor sinks down to the low tone of morais in society: Tais 
requires men, in addition to all that has been above stated, to love 
God with all the heart, and their neighbor as themselves; to be of 
a meek, humble. prayerful, charitable, forgiving temper; and todo 
to others what they could wish others to do to them. This is the 
stancard or rule, by which | would attempt to determine who are 
good Christians. And although no one can be found, whose life 
and conversation will perfectiy compare with the stardard; yet 
there are some, who sive evidence that they mean to regulate their 
faith and practice by this rule; and who conscientiously endeavor to 
live accordingly: there are some in the world, who are persons of 
meekness, humility, prayer. and forgivencss; and who give evi- 
dence of love, both to God and men. 

Now when all due allowance is made for a few speculative be- 
hevers, on whom their belief has no practical effect. where, I will 
appeal to facts, are these persens of meekness, humility, prayer, 
and forgiveness, to be found? Where do we in fact find those, wiio 
are most consistent and uniformin their Christian profession; wlio 
give most evidence of love to God; who are most constant and con- 
scientiously devout in family prayer; who are n.ost faithful in the re- 
figious, in distinction from the mere polite education of their child- 
ren; who uniformly show the most sacred regard to the Sabbath, 
to public worship. and to the erdinances of God; and who are most 
engaged in promoting vital religion among others?) Where shall we 
look for the br ichte st examples of humility :for the most * rfect 
patterns of patience under trials and crosses: for the most shining 
examples of submission to chastisement, and affiiction.and forthe best 
instances of forgiveness bawanets an enemy? Where shall we find 
those who are most ready to discountenance fashionable vice: to bear 
testimony against popular sipful amusements; and to abanden cir- 
eles of Vain jesting, evil speaking, and scofiing at religions Who 
are in reality peacemakers, and who most faithfully restrain and 
govern their own hearts ond tongues? Where are those who make 
the greatest sacrifices to do good, who are most ready to assist 
the poor and needy; to visit houses of mourning and distress. when 
those who inhabit them are indigent, obscure, and low in popular 
“stimation; and toe console the heart of the widow and the father- 
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less? Where shall we find those, who are most inclined to abase 
themselves, and to exalt others; who are most deeply affected with 
the things of religion; who pray most for its prosperity; whodo most 
for its extension; who live most in the fear of God; give the best 
evidence of real penitence and faith in Christ; and whose daily walk 
is most conformed to Scripture? And, finally, where are those, who 

can mect death with the greatest composure and submission, and 
whose hopes of future peace and happiness appear to have the most 
solid foundation? Is it not a fact beyond dispute and controversy, 
that when all proper allowance is made, men of the above descrip- 
tion are found. not among those who deny and oppose, but among 
those who cordially believe these doctrines? I present these ques- 
tions to the candid reader’s own conscience, requesting him to an- 
swer them according to truth. And - ask him to answer m the 
fear of God, whose religion he would prefer, or in whose condition 
he would feel most safe in the hour of death and at the judgment 
day? L am willing thus to make it a question with his own con- 
science, what the fact is, in relation to the tendency and the effect 
of a full belief in these doctrines. 

Look into churches, my readers, and you do find those who be- 
lieve in the doctrines of grace most alive in religions you do find in 
them that spirit of prayer, that w atchfulness, that fellowshi ip for 
each other, and those exertions to impart the knowledge of truth and 


the joys of salvation to others, which you cannot findin churches of 


an opposite character. Look also at individuals: you find among 
them, who believe the doctrines in question, those holy sruus of re- 
ligion; that practical evidence of real godliness, which you look for 
in Vain among others. ‘To mention a few names: you look in vain 
among decided opposers of the doctrines in question, for a Wilber- 
force, a a Buchanan, a Jolin Newton, a Jonathan Edwards, an isa- 
bella Graham, or a Harriet Newell. After ali that has be en, or 
that can be, said in opposition to the doctrines of grace, an appeal 
to facts will prove, that a full belief in these doctrines does actually 
produce that good practical effect, which never has been produced, 
where they have been understandingly denied and opposed. Facts 
go directly to demonstrate, gs in all ages the tendency of believ- 
ing them has been, and still is, favorable to practical godliness. 
Facts prove, that it is not a fiul belief, but on the contrary a dis- 
belief of these great doctrines, that encourages men to live in sin, 
and toexcuse peti Ives in it; they prove that it is amatter of seri- 
ous consequence what a man’s rejigious sentiments or opinions are; 
that aman, who opposes these doctr' ines, is not, according to aertp- 
ture, so good a Christian, as one who cordially believes them; and 
that what was said in the former nuaiber, respecting their practical 
tendency, is according te truth. 

Let this appeal to facts, therefore, claim the serious attention of 
all those, who doubt. or are inclined to disbelieve, that the tendency 
of these doctrines is favorable to practical godliness; let all such 
persons be candid enough; let them act w ith honesty to themselves, 
and with a regard tor theirown eternal welfare, sufficient.to exam- 
ine this interesting subject with impartiality; before they join with 
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opposers, and allow themselves to think, and to speak, in direct 
opposition to what God has revealed, and what is supported by plain 
fact. Let them duly consider, that the tendency of divine truth, 
when supported by fact, is sufficiently manifest; and that hereafter 
they will be constrained to admit what they are now disposed to 
deny; when it may be forever too late, either to invalidate the force 
of their convictions, or to avoid the fatal consequences of their un- 
belief. JUVRNTUS. 































LETTER FROM A 80N TO HIS MOTHEB: 





Ny dear aged mother, 

] WAVE just received the painful intelligence of our common heavy 
affliction. While l write, the cold clods of the valley, press npon 
his lifeless breast,who was lately an affectionate bosom companion,and 
a kind father. No more, in this world, shall the language of Canaan 
flow from his lips, orthe ejaculations of piety ascend from his heart. 
‘This affliction is trying to me;but I know itis necessary. J hear the voice 
of eternal truth addressing me, inconnexion'with this providence; Be 
still, and know that I am God. I hope my heart responds this lan- 
guage; (though but feebly;) The cup which my Father giveth me, 
shall I not drink it? If the ingredients, which he infuses into it, are 
sometimes bitter, they are always salutary to his children; and 
why should I complaing Let me then humbly and patiently meet 
this chastisement of God, that it may be numbered among the all 
things, which work together for good to his people. 

I feel, my Gear mother, that Lowe you an expression of my con- 
dolence on this occasion. 1 know that the death of my father falls 
heaviest on you. God has put this lamentation in your lips: «Lov- 
er and friend last thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance in- 
to darkness.” T would attempt to offer you suppert and consola- 
tion from the Scriptures; but [I trust He, «who comforteth them 
that are cast down.” lias already supported and comforted you by 
his gracious presence and holy word. 

Vo this faithful God I stilf commend you, my mother. It is true 
his own hand has written vou a widow; but He has styled himself 
«the God of the widow in lis holy habitation.” 

You have fost an earthly husbands but T rejoice that thy Maker 
isstill thy husband and thy God. I rejoice in the confidence, that 
you can address this prayer to your covenant Ged: «Thou hast 
taught ime from my vouth: and new when 1 am ole and gray head- 
ei. G Lord. forsake me not.” You doubtless feel, that vou have 

ause for lively gratitude. that you are not called to mourn. as 
Lose whe have nohope for their deceased relatives, and are without 
liepe themselves. You have strong confidence that our loss is his 
cain; that whilewe drop the tear of afection over his memory, Goud 
bas wiped ali tears from his eyes. He came to his grave as a shock 
ofcorn fully ripe. diis hoary boirs were a crown of righteousness, 
fis work ts done. Phe actite pums, which he bore with so much (4 
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Christian patience, are terminated. We trust he is entered into 
that rest, which remaineth for the people of God. He is only called 
home a few moments first, that he may welcome you to the joy of 
his Lord. 

May God Almighty spare your useful life, my dear mother, un- 
til you have performed his whole will, and then grant you an easy 
death, and an abundant entrance amoung the saints in light. As 
your children, and their partners for life, have all named the name 
of Christ, may they all, through free grace, be so unspeaka- 
bly blessed, as to be numbered among the faithful, when the Lord 
makes up his jewels. ‘This is the ardent desire of your affectionate 
SON, KK 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE CONVERTED NEGRO. 


The following narrative was written by the same hand, which furnished the aecount of the 
eonverted Algerine, published in our last number. 


Upwaros of forty years ago, there was a meeting-house in Henrico 
county, Virginia, in which the Rev. Mr. Davies used to preach 
apart of his time,while he resided in Hanover county, and where, for 
a tew years, Lofficiated after his departure. Near this meeting- 
house lived a captain William Smith, one of the ruling elders 
of the congregation. Capt. Smith was a valuable member 
both of civil and religious society; of a lively active disposition, 
and a benevolent heart. He paid uncomunon attention to the relig- 
ious instruction of the negroes in the neighberhood, many of whom 
were serious professors of Christianity. He performed this act of 
charity to the poor slaves, while their owners, for whom they con- 
stantly labored, seemed quite careless about their eternal interest. 
It was customary for Capt. Smith and his pious neighbors, when 
they had no minister to preach to them, to assemble at the meeting- 
house on the Sabbath, and spend some part of sacred time in read- 
ing and other acts of social religious worship; of which exer- 
cises Capt. Smith had commonly the chief direction, 

When assembled for these purposes, one Lord’s day, a negro, 
who lived at the distance of about ten or twelve miles from the 
place, came to it; and, applying to Capt. Sinith, requested him to 
teach him the way to heaven. ‘Lhe account he gave of himself to 
the captain was as follows. 

‘1 was born on the other side ofthe big water. In my own coun- 
try I knew but very litile of God, or how toserve him. At lengéh 
I was brought across the big water to this country, where I have 
earned to be more wicked than [ was before. Though I under- 
stood that the Sabbath was appointed for the service of God, yet I 
have not spent it in that way, but in working fi myself. A few 
Sabbaths ago, while | was working in my patch, there was some- 
thing inmy heart, like some body catching me by the clothes, and 
pulling me back, and saying, ‘You must not work to-day.” I did 
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not mind if, but worked on. Presently it came again the same way, 
and said, «You must not work to day; this is God’s day.” Neither 
did 1 mind this, but worked on still. At length it came the third 
time, and said, « You must not work to-day; this is God’s day; you 
must serve God to day.’ Upon this Ldropped my hoe and work- 
ed no more. Soon afterwards, one night in my sleep, L dreamed 
1 had a journey to make to some place at a great distance, but was 
an entire stranger to the road. However, being obliged to go, I set 
out and travelied on until l came to a place where the road forked, 


Here | stopped, and stood for a considerable me in great perplex- . 


ity. not Knowing which to take, the right hand or the left. At 
length isaw a man standing at acensiderable distance; whocalled to 
me, and told me to go tosuch a place, take sucha road and follow it, 
and it would lead me to a place, where L would find a man, who 
would give me proper directions for my long journey.” 

The next Sabbath, being the first day he had at his own disposal, 
he went to the place to which he was directed in his dream, took the 
road he had seen in his vision, and following it for about twelve 
miles, it brought him to the aforesaid meeting-house in Henrico 
gounty. ‘shere he found Capt. Smith and his neighbors assembled 
as usual, for social worship. In his dream he said he saw the road 
which led to the meeting-house, the mecting-house itself, the place 
where it stood, and Capt. Smith; and that he knew them all to be 
what he had seen in his dream: that he knew the captain by 
his size, his clothes, his features and complexion; and knew 
him to be the man who was to give him directions for his long 
yourney. 

Captain Smith encouraged the negro to come to his house; and 
took much pains to instruct him in the Knowledge of man’s ruined 
state by sin and the way of his recovery through Jesus Christ. The 
negro repeatedly came, and manifested an earnest desire to obtain 
instruction in these important points. After Capt. Smith had enjoy- 
ed] repeated opportunities of performing this labor of love, he found 
the negro to be deeply convinced of sin, and guilt, and especially 
of the great depravity of his nature: this latter consideration so 
deeply affected his mind, that it seemed almost to swallow up every 
other consideration, Capt. Smith labored, by every easy method 
of communication in his power, to explain to the negro’s untutored 
mind the Gospel plan of salvation. But the poor negro was so un- 
acquainted with the English tongue, and especialiy with the terms 
commonly used on religious subjects, that he could not understand 
his instructor. The captain, finding himself laboring under a diffi- 
cluatv, and supposing two might be better than one, informed me 
of the above circumstance, and requested me to come to his house 
on a certain Saturday night, to meet the negro there; and that I 
would try to make him understand the plan of salvation through 
the Lord Jesus C’erist.  L complied with the captain’s request, and 
the negro met me according to appointment. His mind appeared to 
be in the distressed situation described above: he was groaning un- 
der a body of sin, and had the sentence of death in his breast. He 
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expressed his sense of these things with the greatest apparent so- 

lemnity, and interms of the deepest humility and self-abasement. 
J endeavored in several ways, the easiest I could devise, to explain 
to him the doctrines of redempt jon: but this for a considerable time 
without effect. Atlength, 1 feil upon an easy similitude, taken from 
his station and manner of life, which he understood, as Was imme- 
diately evident by a remarkable change in his countenance. When 
I found he was taking up my meaning, L proceeded with pleasure to 
show him, by my plain similiiude, the astonishing condescension and 
love of God to guiliy fallen man, in giving his ouly begotten Son 
for our redemption; the unparalleled compassion of ‘the Redeemer, 

the completeness of his atonement, and the abundant sufficiency of 
divine grace for the whole work of man’s redemption. ‘The poor, 
lately miserable, but now happy man kept himself tolerably con- 
posed, appeared to be in no wild transport of joy, nor made any 
unmeaning exclamations, but seemed to be fiiled with reverence, 
greatly astonished, and almost sunk to the floor, under an adoring 
sense of these amazing displays of condescension and love. When 
in this situation, he would raise himself up, clap lis hands together 
with an air of composed solemnity. and cry out, «’Lhe Lord have 
mercy upon me; ail for poor sinner!” ‘his evening and the next 
morning he appeared to be almost overwhelmed witha deep sense 
of the teader compassion of God and his own cxtreme unworthiness 
of the smallest expression of mercy. 

Under these exercises I left him for the present. About three 
weeks afterwards, as well as L can recollect, he came to Henrico 
meeting-louse, made a public profession of the Christian religion, 
and ‘was baptized in the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Since this time, | do not recollect ever to have seen or 
heard of him: for soon after this, LT removed froin that part of the 
eountry, and lave seldom been there since. But as he was not 
very young; and this was near forty years ago, it is probable that 
he is in that state where is fuluess of joy and pleasures for ever- 
more. 


REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING NARRATIVES, 


I shall conclude the accounts of Salem and the black man,witha 
few observations. 

{fad Salem never returned from Africa, it might have been sus- 
pected, that he was a dishonest craity man, who had invented the 
s.ory of the dream and made an hypoeritical profession of Chvis- 
tinnity. In order te procure favor with Christians, and from them 
ebtain the means of returning to his native land: but his return. to 
tis country, and its attending circumstances, sufficiently remove = 
suspicions of this kind, and strongly evince the sincerity of 
Christian profession, and the firmness of his resolution never ‘ad 
deny Jesus. It appears from the effect his sore trials had upon his 
eonstitution, that this firmness did not arise from stoical insensi- 


bility nor any uncommon degree of natural fortitude, but frow pria, 
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ciple. He is astriking instance to illustrate the powerful influence 
of the faith of a Christian, where it is real, and how near his re- 
ligion lies to his heart. Rather than part with it, and the exalted 
hope it inspires, he will resign all his hopes of temporal honor and 
happiness. and voluntarily devote himself to a life of poverty and 
exile. Sualem’s testimony is greatly strengthened by his close at- 
tachment to religion, manifested in his state of der: ngement. 

‘Yo me itappears probable, that the dreams related above were pra- 
ternatural, and that they were ordered by anextraordinary providence 
of the Almighty. Gut we observe, that there was no religious truth 
revealed to eigher of these men; no duty nordoctrine. ‘They were 
both directed to the ordinary means of salvation: to Moses and the 
prophets; fo Christ and his apustles. By both of these instances, 
supposing them to be supernatural interpositions, God seems to 
have designed to give honor to the written word, and to the ordi- 
nary means of grace; that people might be properly guarded against 
ali expectatious of extraordinary revelations by dreams, trances, or 
any such thing; or from being led by the disorderly flights of a 
strong or disturbed imagination; and might. be induced to try all 
their notions by the sacred oracles. The same thing seems to be 
taught by the instance of the apostle Paul. At the time of his ex- 
traordinary conversion, he might have received the revelation of all 
the mysteries of the Christian religion, but it was not so ordered. 
God sent Ananias to him to instruct him in duty; and God also let 
Paul know, that Ananias should tell him what todo. What end 
are these things designed to answer? Are they not intended to dis- 
countenance e all enthusiastic hopes or expec tations of any extraor- 
dinary views, or discoveries, under the Gospel dispensation, and to 
attach us more firmly to the Sacred Scriptures? 

‘These men were both Africans, who had not the common means 
of information. Though God seems, in these instances, to have de- 
viated from his ordinary method of dealing with his rational crea- 
tures, yet it was witha view to bring them to the use of the ordina- 
ry appointed means, and not to teach them in an extraordinary 
way. Shall we Christians, then, who have Bibles in our houses, who 
are favored with a preached Gospel and all God’s appointed means 
of grace, be looking to trances and dreams for directions in the 
way to glory? We cannot do this without undervaluing and dishon- 
oring the institutions of heaven: and be assured, that if we will not 
hear Moses and the prophets, neither would we hear, even if one 
should arise from the dead, to alarm our fears, and teach us the 
way of life. 

If these thoughts are just, they may serve to show the folly and 
pride of those, who think themselves so far advanced in religious 
mew as no longer to need the common ordinances of the Gos- 
pel; such as the preaching of the word, baptism, and the Lord’s 
supper. ‘These ordinances have ever been highly valued by the peo- 
ple of God, and blessed as the means of preserving and ‘spreading 
religion in our guilty world. In various ways, God has done honor 
to them in every age of his church, and is still doing it. Let us then 











NN EE a Cuello 





1817. Remarks on the frreceding Narratives. «19 


be diligent in the use of these God’s appointed means, and earnestly 
seck his blessing on them; and not be looking for extraordinary 
means. Whenever men come to look for extraordinary means, 
and imagine they are to be taught by any thing but the word, they, 
are in danger of being led away by strong delusions, 

These two narratives naturally call our attention to the pitiable 
situation of the many nations of the earth, who sit in darkness and 
in the region and shadow of death. A great part of Asia, the most 
ancient, extensive, and populous quarter of the globe, formerly the 
seat of learning and religion; the large continent of Africa, in part 
of which there were once many flourishing Christian churches; 
America, which extends almost half round the world; all the inhab- 
itants ef which countries are of the same species with ourselves, 
originally of the same parents, have the same immortal minds, are 
the objects of the same eternal love of God, redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, and heirs with us of eternal happiness, or 
eternal misery: all, except a small proportion, are living in igno- 
rance, strangers to the benign, the heaven-born religion of Je- 
sus; without God and without hope in the world. When we con- 
sider the distinguishing goodness of God to us, in that we are fa- 
vored with the appointed means of salvation, and have set open to 
us the path of duty and the way of life; surely the goodness of 
God to us in this respect, should lead us to, repentance and engage 
us to distinguish ourselves by a life of piety and virtue. How 
shocking a sight is an ignorant, profane, immoral man, in a Chris- 
tian land! Distinguished by advantages and privileges; surround- 
ed, and filled, and covered, with the mercies of God; and yet tram- 
pling them under foot,or prostituting them to the basest purposes, to 
the dishonor of his beuntiful Benefactor, the injury of his fellow 
men, and his own eternal ruin! Tremble, my soul, at the thought! 
Weep, weep, if possible, tears of blood over a self-ruined race. 

Every truly pious Christian, when he takes a view of our barba- 
rous, benighted fellow creatures, will think it a reasonable and im- 
portant duty to pity and pray for them. Is this all that can be done? 
Does not God work by means? Will he hear and answer prayers, 
when the means by which the object is to be obtained are neglected? 
Can nothing be done by the inhabitants of this State, [ Virginia, ] 
towards civilizing and christianizing our Indian neighbors? Are 
there no men of fortune in this state who would esteem it their honor 
and happiness to contribute a part of their substance towards so 
beneficent a purpose? Are the professing Christians, in this happy 
land, all swallowed up in self? Or are they only waiting to see some 
good plan proposed and some persons ready tocarry itinto execution? 

ave we nothing to do with the surplus of our property, but pam- 
per the flesh and leave estates to wise men or fools, we know not 
which? Are our estates talents, which God has intrusted to us, to 
lay out for his glory, and the good of his creatures? Is it not in this 
way the wealthy are to lay up treasure in heaven? Do we think 
that devotion will take us to heaven without the fruits? Our breth- 
ren in other parts of the world are nobly and vigorously exerting 
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themselves to inform and bless their fellow men, by bringing them 
to the knowledge of God, and his Son Jesus C hrist: and God, as we 
are informed, is crowning their labors with success. He has gra 
ciously promised to reward them in heaven with eternal bliss. Every 
soul converted to God by theirmeans willbe tothema crown of rjoic- 
ing to all eternity. And have ‘ve no desire to share in this heavenly 
joy? no ambition to wear this crown of glory?) Have we no aspi- 
rations after joining with Asiatics, Afiicans, and Americans in the 
regions of glory, in celebrating the wonders of redeeming love, and 
hearing them ascribing their salvation to the blessing of God on 
our instrumentality? If oursouls are not fired with such thoughts 
and animated with such desires, they niust be stupid indeed! 


To the preceding observations of our correspondent, we add twe 
reflections of our own, 

How wonderful are the methods, which God often uses, te 
bring his elect to the knowledge and belief of the truth. Christians 
are not’ apt enough to contemplate this subject, as it is explained 
before their eyes, by plain, undeniable facts. Inthe case of the con- 
verted Algerine,how many providential events,of an extraordinary 
character, took place in the process of bringing him to an acquaint- 
ance with the Gospel. How improbable would it have seemed, that 
a Mahometan student, sailing up the Mediterranean, should be car- 
ried as a prisoner to New Orleans, transferred to Indians on the 
Olio, enabled to escape and cross the mountains alone to Virginia, 
and, when sinking under the distresses of famine, nakedness, and 
solitude, in the midst ofa vast wilderness, that he should be discov- 
ered by a compassionate hunter. rescued from death. and restored 
to civilized society; that he should acquire a competent knowledge 
of the English language by uncemmon perseverance, have his atten- 
tion excited te Christianity by a dream, and finally obtain Chris- 
tian instruction imthe interior of an American colony. How evi- 
dently was this man elected trom among his hardened and bigeted 
countrymen, that he might hear of Christ. And after he had 
heard the Gospel. it was necessary that the same divine favor, 
which had preserved him through so many dangers, should be dis- 
played further in changing his heest. 

In the case of the converted negro, also. the same distinguishing 
love of God is maniiest. Why was he incited to seek after instrue- 
tion? Why was he admenished to abstain from labor on the Lord's 
day? Why did the admonition prove effectual? How came it to pass, 
that he should feel himself to be a sinner, principally from his own 
secret convict.ons? Hundreds of thousands of slaves, in the same cir- 
eumstances, were not the subjects of any of these things. Why was 
this poor man elecfed? For the same reason that all the redeemed 
are elected: a reason which cannot be stated so well, as in the 
words of our Savior: Even so, Father, for soit seemed good in ty 
sight. Doubtless there are reasons.w/y it seems good to the infinite 
wisdom of the Father, that from among menof the samecharacter, in 
fhe saine Circumstances, and under the same adv antages,one shoald 
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be taken and another left: but these reasons are not revealed te 
man. The fact is undeniable; and it perfectly corresponds with 
the doctrine, as it is expressed and implicd hundreds of times in the 
Scriptures. 

Gur attention has often been attracted to this subject by instances 
of hopeful conversion within our own observation. Persons of the 
most unpromising character have been arrested in their COULSE, and 
have become subjects of the renovating grace of God; while others, 
equally unpromising, have been left to treasure up wrath against 
the day of wrath; and others still, apparently of a promising char- 
acter, have remained, like the young man in the Gospel, ignorant 
of themselves and of the divine law, and bave gradually become 
hardened against the truth, relying on the performance of external 
duties as the ground of acceptance with God. 

indeed, the very circumstance that a particular person is brought 
to hear the Gospel, is often owing to events In which he had no 
agency. How frequently do occurrences like the following take 
place: three young men leave their homes, and settle in a new 
country, ‘They all have the natural aversion to serious things,which 
is common to our thoughtless race; and they know nothing about 
religion, even speculatively, though they may have heard good 
preaching all their days. One dies of asudden fever, without any 
time for repentance er reflection. One falls into dissolute company, 
and dies at forty an inveterate drunkard. ‘The third, after a life 
of prosperity in worldly affairs;—after growing more and more 
callous and torpid for many years, is suddenly brought to consid-. 
eration. to repentance, and to a state of salvation. In another case 
the order may be reversed: one becomes penitent, gives satisfacto- 
ry evidence of piety, and dies young; the second dies in the fall puv- 
suit of worldly good, unconcerned about religion; the third lives te 
be a hoary-headed drunkard, or, which is equally decisive of his 
character, a hoary-headed miser, and dies unaltered. A number 
of young men go to sea in the same vessel. They are, perhaps, all 
profane and immoral. The vessel is Jost, and three or four reach 
tie land ina boat. Of these, after many intervening remarkable 
providencas. one becomes religious; the others remain as they were, 
Uf ten gentlemen of education, talents, study, influence. and prop- 
erty, employed together in some honorable office, one is suddenly, 
and by some inconsiderable circumstance, brought to reflection; he 
is convinced of his sinful state and character. and receives Christ 
as the Savior of sinners. His associates see the change; they won- 
der at it: Oh, how happy is it, if they are not left te wonder and 
perish. ' | : 

In all these instances, and in thousands of others. an observer 
may easily discern, that the election is made by God. How i 
then is it, and how absurd, to oppese a dectrine, which is clear) 
revealed in Scripture, and confirmed by the history of every day. 





2. Every faithful and well instructed minister knows, that the 
sardinal doctrines of the Gospel are very powerfully confirmed by 
the experience and testimony of ignorant and humble persons, whe 
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are sometimes anxious for the salvation of their souls with little 
previous knowledge of the Gospel, and without ever having been 


instructed in any system. Such persons ofien spend weeks in a | 


a state of great anxiety, Without making known their case, or dis- 
covering their fe clings, to any one. When they come to disclose 
their concern, and open their hearts freely to a judici ious minister 
of the Gospel, he often finds, that their own experience had taught 
them, that they were amazingly depraved, deserving of punish: ent, 
destitute of holiness, and unworth 1y of the least favor; that, if tuey 
should be saved at all, it must be by mere mercy, and i in Conse- 
quence ef the free, electing love of God through Jesus Christ; and 
that many other truths, connected with these, are held by them to 
be indisputable, 

Ina word, the appeal is confidently made to the serteus prayer- 
ful minister, who converses much with his peeple on experimental 
religion, W hether he does not find, in a vast multitude of instances, 
that the doctrines of grace, or the doctrines commonly called Cal- 
vinistic, are confirmed by the untaught experience, the plain com- 
mon sense, and the deliberate reflections of the humble Cliistian. 
In the case of the negro, which has occasioned these remarks, we 
see that this ignorant, uninstructed man had a deep sense of his de- 
pravity, before he could comprehend the teaching which was offered 
tohim. Whence did le derive this sense of depravity? Doubiless 
from the same source us the illustrious Bacon, the greatest and most 
learned man of his age, derived the same thing:—from his own ex- 
perience and the teachings of the Holy Spirit, 


LE'FTER FROM A NEGRO GIRL, 


The following letter, written by a black girl to another black girl of her acquaintance,was 
handed tous sometime since by a respectable clergyman. Itis inserted to show, by 
example, how adniirably religion is ¢ aleulated to promote the happiness of persons of 
all elusses and in all conditions. A few verbal corrections have been made; but no idea 
is altered. 


Canaan, July 25, 1815. 
Dear Friend, 
Preruars you think strange of my not answering your kind letter, 
for which L return you ten thou sand thanks. ‘The reason why I did 
not, was because T had ‘not any paper. It being my birth day 
this day, I thought 1] would devote a little time to writing to you. 
O my friend, cighte en years of my life are spent, And what can I 
render unto God for all his mercies, that he has bestowed upon me, 
especially the past vear. | never shall forget that day, in which 
God made me to rejoice in him. Never before did £ know what 
comfort there isin religion. Phere is more comfort to be taken, 
inene hour, in religion, than ever J teck in all my life time before, 
What satisfaction there is to be taken with Christians; what com- 
tort in prayer. Onee Pcould not pray. Now the Lord has taught 
mee Hew could L neglect if so long? Ihave been blinded; but 1 | 
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hope through the mercy of God I have been made to see and feel my 
need ofa Savior; and broughg to give him my whole heart. 
*Q what immortal joys I felt, 
And raptures all divine, 


When Jesus told me { was his, 
And my beloved mine.” 


[think I can say, that 1 can rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of my salvation. O my friend, may we take up the cross daily 
and follow Jesus; may we learn of him to be meek and lowly in 
heart, that we may find rest unto our souls; and may we so live, as 
that others may take knowledge of us, that we have been with Je- 
sus. I wish I could see you, and converse with you upon heavenly 
things; which I hepe I shall before long.. Do write to me as 
often as you can; for your letters do me good: and do come and 
see me. New. my friend, may we so walk here in this world 


as to meet our Lord in peace, which is the prayer of your friend, 
M. R. 


r REViEW. 


XCI. ZJrue Liberality: A Sermon, frreached in Boston on the first anni- 
versary of the American Society for educating fiious youth for the Gospel 
Ministry, Oct.23, 1816. By SamurEL WorcEsrTeER, D. D. pastor ofa 
church in Salem. Published by order ofthe Society. Andover; Flagg and 
Gould. 1816, pp. 28. 


Ir is a distinctive characteristic of Christian liberality at the pres- 
ent day, and in our own country, that it is enlarged in its views, 
and universal in its operation. By this phraseology we intend, 
that whenever any new call is made upon the beneficence of Chris- 
tian, there are aconsiderable number of men scattered through our 
country, Whose cars are open to hear it, and whose inquiry is not, 
whether the call is new; whether it assumes, that difficulties are to 
be removed, and sacrifices to be made, and time to be spent; but 
whether it imposes a duty, and must, on Christian principles, be 
heard and obeyed. ‘Thus, when the wants of the destitute in our 
new settlements were laid .before the public, missionary societies 
were formed to relieve these wants. When the deplorable condition 
of the heathen world was known extensively, exertions were made 
to send the Bible to the heathen, and teachers to explain it. When 
the want of new institutions to educate young men for the ministry 
caine to be generally acknowledged, such institutions were erected 
and endowed. Wien tie distressing scarcity of candidates for the 
ministry was felt, new and uncxampled measures were taken to sup- 
ply the deficiency. When the claims ofthe poor in our cities, of 
the slave-population of our country, and of the Jews, presented 
themselves, socictics were formed to consult the spiritual interests 
of these various classes. This state of thingsis cheering to the 


good man’s heart. It augurs well for the future. Let us net be 
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understood, hewever, to intimate, that the mass of Christians in our 
country have done their duty, in these various ways; or that they 
have any correct views of what their duty is;—of its extent, its ur- 
gency, its universal obligation. Though individuals can be pointed 
out, Whose minds and hearts are greatly enl: arged, whose plans are 
cemprehensive and well-devised, and whose principal aim is to ben- 
efit their fellow-creatures, the great body of professing Christians 
are yet to be awakened, roused, informed, and rendered zealous 
and active in the various works of love and mercy, which distin- 
guish the days in which we live. The first thing which they need, 
alter having their attention excited to the subjec t, is, that the 
scriptural wants of mankind should be exposed to their view. For 
this purpose the sermon before us is a very useful document. 

The text is, Isa. xxxii, 8. But the liberal deviseth liberal things; 
and by liberal things shall he stand. 

The design of the preacher was to consider the two propositions 
of the text. The first is explained, beth as a definition and as a pre- 
diction. ‘This division of the subject led te a very interesting dis- 
cussion concerning genuine liberality; that liberality which consults 
the permanent interests of men;—the liberality which distinguishes 
the Gospel, from its first origin in the divine counsels to its ann n- 
¢iation on earth, and during its promulgation to our fallen race 
through every age to the final consummation. 

Under the second head of discourse, the character of the liberal 
man is thus described: 


“The truly liberal are joined tothe Lord in one spirit, and will stand in 
his strength, and in his love forever. In obedience to the Gospel, with a 
renovated heart of penitence, faith, and love, they have given them- 
selves to him; have presented their bodies a living sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ecptable, and consecrated all that belongs to them, to him and his cause. 
‘This was their first truly liberal act; and by this their character, and their 
destiny, were determined for eternity. By this decisive act, their feet were 
fixed upon a Roc K3—tpon “the sure foundation, which God hath laid iy 
Zion;” and on this Rock they will abide forever. By this act they obtained 
a stunding in the everlasting Covenant of grace, as heirs of Gx id and joint 
heirs with Christ: in that kingdom of righteousness and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost, which shall never be shaken; but shall rise in excellence, 
and blessedness, and glory, through interminable ages. In this divine king- 
dom their inheritance lics. Here their treasures are deposited; and here 
their hopes are fixed:—treasures, which shall never fail; hopes, whose con- 
summation is sure.’ pp. 16, 17. 

“Inthe finalday, he sill stand:—stand amid the terrors of a burning 
world, without dismay; amid the awtul solemnities of the judgment-seat, 
with unspeakable joy. And in the great city, the holy Jerusalem, amid the 
countless myriads of the redeemed, out of every kindred and tongue and 
people and nation, in promoting whose salvation he was permitted to bear & 
humble part, he shall s¢avd before the throne of their adored Redeemer; 
and walking with them in Hiis light, he will see the good of His chosen, will 
rejoice in the gladness of His nation, and will glory with His inherit: Lace, 
with ever fresu and ever lncreasiig wonder and delight, furever and ever. 
p- 18. 


The following exhibition of the necessity of preachers, in order. 
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attention at the present time. It has become a popular notion, to 
a cousiderable extent, that if the Bible be sent to those who are des- 
titute of it, allis done which benevolence requires. But this notion 
has nothing to support it, either in sap rsa or in the testimony 
of experience. No instance can be» produced of a nation, ora 
smaller community, having been converied to Chr istianity by the 
Bible alone; nor even of a church being preser ved in the credible 
profession of religion without the labor “of ministers of the Gospel, 


“Tt is by the instrumentality of Gospel ministers, that Divine Wisdom 
has appointed to evangclize the world; and itis utterly vain and rep: ugnant 
tothe revealed mind of God, to expect the nations to be “discifiled.” or 
brought into the saving truth and grace of Christ, in any other way. The 
ministers of the Gospel must indeed be supplied with means and helps for 
their work. Bibles must be distributed, or otherwise spread, by them, or by 
others, in all lands, and among all classes of people; schools for the education 
of children and youth, must every where be established, under pious and 

capable instructors; and various other helpers and means must be exten- 
sively employed. But the great work will never be effected, without a com- 
petent number of able and faithful ministers. Without them indeed the 
Bible will never, to any adequate extent, be dispersed, or made known; 
without them the holy Book even where it is, or m’ght be, possessed, 
will be but little read, but little understood, but little felt; without them the 
attention of mankind, engr ossed as naturally they are with the things of this 
present world, will not be excited and engaged to the concerns of re- 
ligion and the world to come. Without able and futhful ministers, in fine, 
churches will not be duly established; the nations will not be daptized in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; the worship of 
God wiil not be maintained and attended; His sacred institutjons with which 
the promise of his renovating grace is connected, will not in any part be ob- 
served, agreeably to his revealed and most gracious will.” p. 419. 


The concluding part of the Sermon ts occupied with some very 
interesting calculations, nearly the whole of which we quote. We 
would first observe, however, that the computation, adopted by 
Dr. Worcester, has been objected to, on the assumption, that there 
are more tian 2,000 well qualified ministers in the United States. 
Admitting the fact to be so, we should insist, that full 6,000 are 
now wanted in addition to the present number of faithful laborers; 
for, In the first place, 1,000 souls are a sufficient number to demand 
the labors of one man, in the most populous towns and districts; 
and, secondly, in the less populous districts the spiritual instruc- 
tion of 500 souls would be a suflicient charge for any minister. 
We do not say, that there ought to be as many religious congrega- 
tions in our large towns, as there are thousands of people; but 
if it should be expedient, in some instances, that two, three, or 

ven four thousand persons should belong to a single congregation, 
it would ‘be expedient that such a congreration “should enjoy the 
services of two, thiee, or four good ministers. Ner do we say, 
that every minister of the Gospel should statedly preach. It might 
greatly conduce to the promotion of religion, in some congrega- 
tions, to support one minister, who should ordinarily be expected 
fo preach, and another, who should preach occ asionally, but whose 
pr a A employment it should be to visit the sick, attend funerals. 

XE, A 
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comlerences, and religious meetings for inquiry, and to train up 
the children of the congregation in a regular course of catechet- 
ical instruction. We now preceed to the extracts: 


“Of ministers of the Gospel, however, able and faithful, there is a lamen- 
table deficiency. It bas been estimated that 8,000 ministers would be ne 
more than an adequate supply for the people of the United States: that the 
present number of competently educated ministers of all denominations does 
not exceed 2 000; and therefore that 6,000 more are wanted. The estimate 
has been made on the principle of allowing one minister to every thousand 
souls. ‘The alarming deficiency, insteasl of being lessened, is from year to 
vear increasing; as the vacancies made by death, and the increase of popula- 
tion annually exceed, in proportion, the number of those who come forward 
for the supply . ‘Lhese serious facts cannot fail deeply to affect every heart, 
that Wishes well to our country, and to the immortal interests of mankind. 
Others, however , still more de plorable, demand to be considered. 

“OF the 800 millions of souis, which the earth is computed to contain, not 
more than 200 millions even bear the Christian name. The remaining 600 
millions are groping in thick darkness;—are immersed in deep corruption;— 
are perishing for lack of knowledge. Of this commiserable portion of the 
human family, were a division to be made among the nations of Protestant 
christendom, according to their respective numbers, and abilities for supply- 
ing the means of salvation, not less, certainly, than 100 millions would fall 
to the share of our own nation! What number of Christi .n A/issionaries then 
ought we to send to them? What would a judicious and truly Irberal man 
deem an adequate number for the work of evangelizing our part of the 
heathen world—100 millions of our perishing fellow beings? Would he say 
that one to everv 20,000 would he too many > But one to ev ery 20,000 would 
amouit to 5,000 missionaries. I.venin the proportion of one to 50,000, a 
proportion which the hberai heart would bleed to inention as an adequate 
supply, no fewer than 2,000 missionaries to the heathen are demanded of 
this netion. Is any one startled at this statement? Let such an one be in- 
treated to ponder the subject deeply. 

‘About two hundred years ago, the Lord, in his sovereign geodness,planted 
our fathers in this good land; driving out the heathen before them, Under 
his gracious cure, a little one has become a great nation, richly endowed 
with temporal blessings,and with advantages for obtaining durable riches and 
righteousness. Upon this nation, thus eminently favored, the momentous 
command has |! been, for two hundred years, continually pressed by all the 

ie and pathos of infinite Love, Go ye into all the world, and fircach 

» Goshel to every creature. And what has this nation done in obedience 

to this-high ¢ ommand? Our fathers have told us of the apostolical Eliot and 

Mayhews. In later times we have had our Brainerd, Kirkiand, Sargeant, 

and Blackburn. And we have now ten or twelve good and faithful men, 

we trust, emploved as missionaries to the heathen. This 1s the 
amount! 

“Are we then, at this late day, with these awful facts pressing upon our 
consciences; are we still disposed to postpone the work of evangelizing the 
heathen; because, alas! notwithstanding our eminent advantages, our own 
country is yet very inadequately supplied with the stated preaching of the 
Gospel, and multitudes of our own countrymen are lapsing into heathen- 
ism?—My friends, may not our long, ungrat teful, selfish, and hard-hearted 
disobedience to the ascending Redeemer’s parting command, be one princi- 
pal reason of the present affe cting state ot cthings?—Surely no truly hberal 
serson,on due reflection, will suevest,or indulge a Goubt,that it is as really our 
Sdsendhias duty, and a duty as instantly pressing, to supply our just proportion 
of missionaries to the heathen, as to provide the requisite number of minis- 
ters for our own country. No such person can doubt, that it is as urgently 
nuportant that there should be one missionary to every 20.000, at least te 

every 50,000, of the poor heathen, who are abdsolately destitute of the means 
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of knowing Christ; as that there should be one minister to every 1,000 souls 
in this Christian lana, where even the most necessitous are not without very 
considerable means. 

Upon an estimate, then, so very low, that it cannot be mentioned without 
extreme pain, at least 2,000 missionaries for the heathen must be added to 
the 6,000 ministers wanted for our home supply; making in the whole 
3.000! ‘This, it is confessed, is a great number; but is it too great to be 
thoughtof?” pp. 20—22. 


After inquiring whether a sufficient number of young men can be 
found, of suitable qualifications to be educated for the ministry, 
Dr. W. proceeds to another inquiry: 


“But can we support the expense?—If we had now 8,060 ministers settled 
in our country, and 2,000 missionaries employed in heathen lands; allowing 
to each settled minister 5G0 dollars, which exceeds, undoubtedly, the 
average salary of our present settled ministers, and to each missionary 
6665 dollars, the actual stipend of our married missionaries in India; 
the total expense of supporting the whole would be 5,333,000 dollars: less 
than a sixth part of what is annually expended in eur Gouniry for ardent 
spirits! Might not one sixth part of the expense for ardent spirits well be 
spared from that enormous and destructive consumption, and applied to the 
best and most important of all objects?-—One sixth as much for saving men, 
as for destroying them! 

“A nother resource Claims very serious attention.—In ancient timesa tenth of 
all income was sacredly devoted, for pious and charitable uses. This part 
of religion was not of Moses; it was practised by Abraham and Jacob, and 
probably by ail the patriarchs; and may well be supposed to have originated 
in at least an intimation from the sovereign Lord of all, that it would be no 
more than a suitable expression of allegiance and homage to him. Under 
the Musaic economy, besides the tenth of all for the maintenance of the 
Hriests and Levites, a tenth ot the remainder was required for other sacred 
and benevolent uses; together with many free-will offerings, for various oc- 
casional purposes. ‘kat economy indeed, is abolished; yet it does not ap- 
pear that the original tenth, which was from the beginning has eve# ceased 
to be a suitable and acceptable portion to be held sacred to the Lord, 
Nor should we doubt, that, were it thus held, and charitably and religiously 
applied, by the people of this land, the Lord would “open tous the windows 
of heaven, and pour us out a blessing, that there should not be room enough 
to receive it.” 

“If then we take the average income of the free, white families of this na- 
tion at 500 dollars, which is much less than an {estimate of no very doubtful 
dita would make it; and compute the families 1,400,000 which probably is 
not far from the true number; one tenth of the whole will amount annually 
to 42 millions of dollars. Let this then be the estimated fund for pious and 
charitable uses; for tlc maintenance and advancement of the Gospel, and 
for the relief and help of the poor. The poor’s tax, in the United States 
at large, is estimated, at less considerably than a million anda half. If to 
this we add three times the sum for private charities, which undoubtedly is 
much more than what is actually contributed, we shall take from the gen- 
eral fund only six millions of dollars; leaving still $6 milliens for religious uses:— 
more than six times as much as the estimated expense of supporting 8,000 min- 
isters at home, and 2,(. 0 missionaries in heathen lands. And if much more 
than the amount of this expense might well be redeemed from a single ar- 
ticle of frernicisus consumption; what might not be saved from all the various 
items of worse than supcrfiuous expense.” pp. 22—25. 


On the whole, this is an excellent sermon, and well calculated to 
shew the need of Christian exertions, with a constant regard to the 
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wants of our own countrymen and of the whole human race. The 
preacher has avoided a commor fault; that of exalting the particu- 
Jar charity for which he pleads at the expense of other charities. 
He takes a wide range, and would befriend every good tnstitution, 
especially every one which has in view the salvation of immortal 
beings. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY FOR AFRICANS. 


Tue Synod of New York and New Jersey have recently appointed a 
Board of Directors to es'abiish and superintend an African School, for 
the purpose of educating young men of color to be teachers and preach- 
ers‘to people of color within the United Statesand elsewhere. The 
Boaid met, soon after the appoiniment, and chose the following 
officers; viz. 


The Rev. James Ricuarpnbs,. D D. President. 
The Rev. Epwanrp D. Grirrin, D. D. Secretary. 
Joserx C. HornneLower, Esq. “reasurer. 


The Board also published the following well written address; an 
address which we re publish with our best wishes for the object, 
and our warm approbation of the manner in which it is brought 
forward, 

THE ADDRESS. 

By computations founded on the fatest information, there are in 
Africa and its islands twenty millions of the proper negro race, be- 
sides thirty millions, who differ from them more or less in complexion 
and features. There are supposed to be a million and a half of the same 
people in the United States; and a million and a half more may be 
reckoned for the Floridas. Mexico, Seuth America, and the West 
India Islands. to say nothing of New-Guinea. Here then isa vast 
world of twenty-three millions of souls, (besides the thirty millions 
belore mentioned;) a population equal to that of the United States, 
Great Britain. Iveiand, Sweden, and Denmark united. 

Though we are fully persuaded that to the end of the world there 
will remain different orders in society, it cannot be supposed that so 
considerable a portion of the human race, consisting of so many inde- 
pendent nations, and occupying the greater part of one of the four 
quarters of the globe are aiways to be regarded as made only for 
siaves. or are to be excluded from the blessings of Christianity and 
civilizgtion during the approaching period of the miilennium. In 
those cays, which are yet to come,and which are even now at.the 
door, the descendants ef Ham, we are bound tu believe, will attain to 
an e evation and dignity which will do away the ciemory of their past 
disgrace, and give them a rank among the polished nations of Europe 
andAmerica. Africa wil yet boast of her poets and orators. Eloquence 
wili play on tne tunid lips of her sons, and sable hands wiil strike 
the lyre, and weave the silken web On the Niger as onthe Thames, 
temples will arise to the living God; and perhaps the arid sands will 
Bud the ourse of barrenness repealed by the same power that will 
tuin Palestine into a fruitiul field. 
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If Africa is to stand forth in the glory of Christianity and civiliza- 
tion, ber own sons, and not the sons of strangers, must be the in- 
structors of her youth, and her ministers of religion. No nation 
will ever advance far in any improvement but by the instrumentality 
of her owi; children. Strangers may make a beginnirg, but stran- 
gers cannot continue to support her schools and her churches. To 
sustain such a weight at arm’s length, would exhaust both patience 
and power. History presents no instance of the kind. Apostles and 
missionaries may pass over acountry, but mative teachers must finish 
the work. So it was in primitive times. So it was in every cotntry 
of Europe, when it received the Christian faith. So it is in India at 
the present day. The debilitated and jetty Hindoos prolong and ex- 
tend the order, which European missionaries have established. 

To say that Africans are not competent to become teachers and 
preachers, is therefore to say that one quarter of the world is never 
to support a Christian Church. And why is this said? Are not the 
colored people of these States as competent for such offices as [Hot- 
tentots, many of whom are now proclaiming to their countrymen the 
unsearchable riches of Christ? We are not to judge of the power 
of the lion from what we see of him incaged and enchained. Let us 
not first debase and then libel. If we would judge of the sleeping 
energies of African minds, let us peruse some portions of modern 
history, over which for obvious reusons we must here cast a veil; let 
us look to the progress made in our Sunday Schools, and in the Af- 
rican Seminary recently established in one of our cities. 

If Africa must have Atrican teachers and preachers, who shall 
prepare them but the Christian world? Africa has no science to 
communicate: Africa has no religion to impart. For the present, 
aud for a considerable time to come, she must be a passive receiver, 


and Christian nations must convey to her the ght and grace. If 


any of ber children are taught, and made competent to Instruct their 
countrymen, European or American benevoience must teach them. 
We must begin the serics of a Gospel ministry that shall perpetuate 
itself among the tribes of that vast continent. 

This work plainly devolves on America rather than Europe, for twe 
reasons. First, the great muss of transported Africans are here. Al- 
Jowing that there are thirty thousaid dispersed through the different 
nations of Euivpe; the number in the United States alone, compared 
to that in all Europe, is as filty toone. Here this vast mass is con- 
centrated; there the small number are thinly scattered over different 
countries, and lost in an overwhelming population. Our advantages 
to make selections are to those enjoyed by any nation in Europe as 
two or three hundred to one. And our chances to find proper subjects 
are suli greater. Here special attention may be easily directed to 
form the Alrican character; there the attempt is almost impossible. 
Perhaps In no distiict of Europe couid an African school or congres 
Saiion be collected; either of these might be dene in almost any 
Reighborhood south of New-Engiand, and even in the large towns of 
that part of the union. No spot on earth is so wel) fiited for the sub- 
time and holy effort as that on which we dwell. Secondly, no portion 
of the world is so deeply indebted to Africa as this western continent 
and its islands. This is the prison which has received all her captive 
sons. America is the only civilized country, in which slavery is al- 
lowed. hough some of the Christian nations of Europe tolerate it 
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in their American colonies, not one of them, it is believed, admit it 
in the parent state. This land of freedom is the only enlightened 
Jand of slaves. On the principle of slavery we have nothing to say. 
We only affirm that America is the great receptacle, which has re- 
ceived the streams that Africa has discharged. And for this we owe 
her large arrears. 

The Board are aware of the many difficulties which attend this un- 
dertaking, and of the disappointments which they must expect to 
meet; but in the name of the Lord they will go forward. ‘They are 
not anmindful of the existing state of things in their own co untry, 
and of the duties thence resulting. Should an opening be made for 
any of their young men within these States, and should this Board be 
authorized to send them forth, they will select only the most faithful 
and discreet, and give them peremptory instructions to inculcate 
subordination according to the apostolic example. The whole wis- 
dom and dignity ef the Synod, under whose direction the Board act, 
are a guarantee to the public for the caution and prudence of their 
proceedings. 

The Board at present have no funds, and for these they cast them- 
selves on the charity of a compassionate public, making their appeal 
especially to those whose hearts are penetrated with the love of 
Christ. The tears of Africa will not plead in vain. The injunctions 
of a Savior will not be heard in vain. They only add, that any dona- 
tions conveyed to their Treasurer, Joseph C. Hornblower. Esq. of 
Newark, will be gratefully acknowledged. 

The Board hope to be ready to receive applications from young 
men without delay, and will be thankful for,notices of proper charac- 
ters from any part a the union. Applicants must possess respecta- 
ble talents, sound discretion, undoubted picty, be able to read and 
write, and come weil recommended. Correspondents will please to di- 
rect their letters, except those which contain donations, to the Secre.- 
tary of the Board. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Wee. 20, 1816. From the Colchester Female Juvenile Society, by Gen. Hun- 


tington, for the school fund, - - - - - - $4 39 
From the Forcign Mission Society of Bostou and the Vicinity, - - 184 20 
2t. From av unknown person, of Biuchiil, (Maine,) for the school fund, 2 0G 
From Martha, ina better with the Riecborough postin: wk, : - 5 ud 
30. From the monthly concert of praver in Andover, South Parish, the avails 

of contributions, -by the Rev. Justi uw Edwards, - - . 20 OY 
A part of a coutribution in the South Parish in Andover, on Thanksgiv- 

ing day, fur the translations, . - - - 25 00 
Mo. do. torthe sehool fund, - - : - 16 00 


Frei the Andover South Parish Charitable Society, for the school fund, 50 uO 
From the Andover South Parish Juvenile Bible Society, for the trans- 


lations, - - - - - - - - 26 00—-157 0@ 
31. From Mrs. Jerusha Walker, of Sturbridge, (Mass.) a widow’s mite 
to r the education of heathen children, - - - - - 5 06 


-1, 1817. From the Society in Philips’ Aacademy, formed for pro- 
pa the translations of the Seriptures, tor the education of a hea- 





then ehild to be named Samven Puiuipes, ° - - 50 00 
—— avails ~ epee afier a sermon by Mr. Cornelius in the 
ehapel of the Theological Seminary at Audover, fur the education of 
hwathcn ile, - - - - © - 41 00 71 0@ 





Carried forward, $416 59 
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Brought forward, $413 59 
From the gentlemen’ $ association in the first parish in Bradford, for the 
education of heathen children, by Mr. J. siaaatine jun. ‘Treas- 





urer, - - - - : - 11 34 
From the Female Association in do. : 9 66—~-21 00 
sie the Male Juvenile Association in Haverhill, ( Mass.) by Liane H. 

Appleton, Treasurer, for the schoo! fund, - m 4 00 
From Mrs. 1. of Concord, - - . 2 00 
De. do. for the Cherehes schools, - - - 2 00 400 
From the Association in Colebrook, by E. Rockwell & Co. for the sehool fund, 13 56 
®. From Miss Edes’s and Miss Ha: vis’s schvol in Charlestown, a New Year’s 

gilt, tor the sehool fund,* . - - 1° 8 
From a young lady in Chi: ulestown, for do. - - 2 v0 
5. From a lady i in. Boston, tor the education of a heathen child to be named 

—— - - - - - $9 00 
4. From Lydia Perry of Charlestown, for the school fund, ° 1 00 

. From the Yor ing Ladies’ Charitable Se: ‘ety in Montville, for missions and 

transiations, by Miss Margaret Hill, rem: itted by Gen. Huntington, : 36 00 
8. From Mr. Jesse Haskel, of Rochester, by “Professor Burgess, for the 

Owhyhean Youths, - - - - 2 08 
An appropriation in a collection at Dedham, - - - 50 
From Stumford, (Conn.) a collection fer foreign missions, by Mr. T. Dwight, 

jun. - . - : - 7 25 
From a friend of missions, ° - - 1 00 , 
From Mr. Marshall of Milford, - - + 1 00——--9 25 
From the Female Cent Society in East Guilford, - - 25 U2 
: ‘‘— the Female Reading Society in Wre entham, by Mr. T.C. Williams, 50 66 

‘Phe avails of a pair of braeclets, giver by a young lady in ta natn 

‘for the school fund, by Mr. Cornelius, - - 3 00 
From the first congregational Socie tw in Stockholm, (N. Y.) remitted bv the 

Rev. Hiram S. Jolinson, to President — Tt - 51 00 
From the Female Charitable Society ia Bridport, (Ver. - 14 St 
From the Femate Charitable Society in Aiideon, (Ver. : - 7 8i——53 12 
15. From the Merrimae Branch of the Foreign Mission Society, by Mr. 

Joseph S. Pike the Treasurer, - ° . ~ 90 08 
From Females in Newbury and Newburyport, by M. Samuel Tenney, an 

agent of the Board, - - - - 16 99 
Frou an anknown fem: ile, by Capt. John Pearson, : - 3 00 
A coilcetion in Foxboro’, (M: 188.) at the monthly concert of prayer, - 18 7 
Avails of a contribution in Salisbury, (N. Y.) after a sermon preached before 

the departure of Mr. Williams, on his mission to the Cherokees, 25 65 
Avais of a contribution in T rov, (N. Y.) after asermon preached before 

the departure of Messrs. Hall & Will ANS, by Dr. “e: - 43 49-69 14 
17. From a friend in Westminster, (Mass. } by Mr. S. ‘l’. Armstrong : 1 09 
18. From the Female Cent Society in Arkport, (N.Y. hy Mr. C. Hurbort, 10 08 
From the Society in Wethersfield, (Ver. ) tor promoting edueation and Chris- 

lian kKuowledge among the he athe nin North America, by John Chase, jun. 

the “Treasurer, remitted by Dea. N. Coolidge, an agent of the Board, § 12 
From H. O. Alden, for the same obje ct, ~ 25 
Krom the Female Cent Society of W ethersfield, (Vv er.) for educating 

heathen children, by Sarah Hall, Treasurer, - - 7 06——15 438 





Carried forward, 909 33 


*Frurteen dollars of this sum were the avatls of the earnings of young misses dy their 

sewing at school; the rest was droppedinto a churiiy-box kept in the sckool-roum. 
{This donation was enclosed in a paper containing the following statement: 

“With this I forward thirty one dollars. It is a contribution from the first Congre- 
gational Society in Stock holm, (N Y.) A people in the wilderness dedicate it to the 
cause of Christ. Only a few yeurs since the town was destitute of a civilized inhubi- 
tunt. With a few others, who first entered the town as settlers, was a pious father. 
He came to assist two af his sons in selecting laid suitable for cultivation. Having 
made choice of a place on the banks of a river, and thrown up some boughs to shelter 
them from the dumps of the evening —the futher commended their cause to God. In his 
prayer he observed, that “he couid not suly prayer was wont ta be made in that place; 
yet he r ‘aved that it might become such.” So peculiar have been the merciful dealings 
of the Lovd, that though not a professed discipie was among those who remained, in 
about four years afterwar d, a chureh was oreamczed. The charck has since beer distin. 
ruishingly blessed.” 
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ee 
Brought forward, $909 3s . 
20. From the Female Charitable Society in Bennington, (Ver.) by Mr. 
Hiram Bingham, tor the school fund, - - 40 44 
From a young lady in Bennington, for the school fund, : 110 
From a female friend for do. - - 1 00 
The avails of acoilection in Bennington, (Ver.) for the school fund, by 
Mr. Hiram Bingham, - - ° 23 40 
Atso a gold ring given in the same collection, sold for - 1 03——-67 02 
21. From the Juvenile Female Society of Boston, a second payment for the 
education of. Josnvu aD. Braineny, - : 15 OF 
Bie the Auxiliary Foreign Mission Society of Middlesex County, (Cane, ) 
ub. Ciark Nett, “sq. ‘Tre usurer, remitted to Mr. hieury Hudson, an agent 
of the board, - - - ° 127 50 
From atriend of missions in Colchester, for the schoel fund, - 4 00 
From the Female Cent Society in Windsor, (Penn.) for the school fund, 2 00 
From the same for missions, - - - 9S 
From the Ladies’ Cent Society in Glastenbury, (Conn.) by Mrs. Ann 
Pluiner, Treasurer, - - - 52 71 
From the ‘Vethersficld Female Foreign Mission Society, - 74 77 
From the Female Cent Socie ts in VW iudhanm, v er. ) by the Rev. John 
Lawton, - - - 17 00 
From friends of missions in Windham, by do. - - 4 00 282 91 
Sl, 274 26 
N. B. The donation mentioned in our last, as having been received by the Rev. 
Daniel uotisgton, was given by the Bridgewater Eva: ngelical Society, which was 
formed the past year. : 


EDUCATION OF HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


Some of our readers mav not know, without an explanation, the prin- 
Ciples, or reasons, on which several donations have been made for 
the maintenance and education of particular children, to be selected 
for the purpose, and *o receive a particular name. The following 
brief statement may suffice. 

The miisstonarics at Bombay, in a paper published a year ago, dis- 
cussed and proposed several methods of promoting the cause of Christ 
among the heathen who surround them. One of these methods is 

he education, Ina mission family, of poor orphan children, many of 
whons are to be found in every part of India. Any number, which 
‘an be suppo reed, may be selected, and placed in a course of educa- 

a. The whole annual expense for the food and clothing of an or- 
phav child is estimated at fess than thirty dollars a year. Being 
niuced Ina misston " fuily,such children will early become accustom. 

ito all the oicerly habits of civilized sectety, in Christian countries, 





They wili carly become familiar with the Bible, with prayer, and with a 
the approp! ate daties of the Sabbath. By the blessing of Gud upon Ne 


the iustructions, which shall be given them, they may become fitted = § 7 
vo preach the Gospel to their heathen countrymen. fe 
This plan is highly approved by many pious and intelligent per- 
sons among us, and provision has been made for the support of sev- 
eral af these opbans already. Any person, or society, May cause an 
orphan to be selected and educated, by engaging to pay thirty dollars 
mnually ull his education Is completed. By giving these children a 
articular name, benclactors will feel a deep interest in the recipients 
their bounty, and will feel piedged to the chiidren and their in- 
iructors to continue the annual pension, as long as itis needed. It 
eASOhi bly be expected, also, that this pian will excite maby 

yrs or the mission, and call down many biessings upon it. a 
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When the missionaries at Bombay suggested the scheme, they 
could not have been aware, that the Church Missionary Society in 
England had just entered upon a similar method of promoting the 
cause of Christ in Africa. Such, however, is the fact. This Society, 
which is under the direction of very judicious and excellent men, 
proposed to the British public to select and support an African child, 
for any benefactor who would engage to pay five founds, (i. e. $22: 
22,) annually. The consequence has been, that a great number of 
children have been selected, and have received such names as their 
benefactors thought proper to prescribe. The children were selected 
principally from among those who had been purchased as slaves, but 
were liberated by the vigilance of the British government. In the 
monthly numbers of the Missionary Register are published ac- 
counts of these donations, and of the names, which are given to the 
children. From among the earliest of the donations we take a con- 
siderable number as specimens. The names to be given the chil- 
dren are in Italics. 

March, 18:4. From the Committee for conducting the Youth’s 
Magazine, for Robert Raikes, John Campbell, Witham Marriott, and 
William Brodie Gurney. One of these,the reader will observe,is named 
after the Rev. John Campbell, who travelled into Africa, in the em- 
ployment of the Missionary Society; the others are named after in- 
dividuals, probably the persons who appropriated the money tor their 
support. 

From Mr. F. Chassereau, for Francis Chassereau. 

From Mr. Richard Neal, for Wididzam Neal. 

From Thomas Thompson, Esq. for Tomas Thompson, and E£lisa- 
’cth Thompson. 

From Miss Pinckney, for George Pinckney. 

From “Liewellyn of Wales,” for David Llewellyn, Morgan Llew- 
ellyn, Owen Liewyllen, and Evan Llewellyn. This “Liewellyn of 
“Vales,” afterwards sent money for dune, Martha, Lucy, and Sarak 
Liewllyn, thus pledging himself to support four boys and four girls 
by furnishing the stipulated annual payment. 

From John M’Dougle, Esq. for Jane M’ Dougie, 

From Miss Rhodes, for Mary Rhcedes. 

From Mrs. A. B. Johnson, for Anna Benigna Johnson. 

irom a Society at Cliften, for Christmas Ransom, John Christian, 
and Anne Christian. 

l’rom a friend, for Esther Merrett. 

From A. Foulks, Esq. for Zhomas T'regenna Biddulhh. 

April, (814. From T. E. J. for Stephen Goode, and Lois Meeke. 

From Isaac Cooke, Esq. for Wiliam Tandy. 

From four ladies, for Mary Elisabeth Burbury, Ann Morgan, and 
Sarah Mackenzie. 

From the Committee of the Queen Square Chapel Association, for 
John Shepherd, as a token of respect and affection for their minister. 

From the Rev. John Garton Howard, for Garton Howard. 

rom a lady, for Joseah Pratt, Eusabeth Pratt, Joshua Mann, Elisa- 
beth Mann, and Wilttam Goode. One of these names is given out of 
respect to the Rev. Josiah Pratt, the Secretary of the Society and 
principal editor of the Missionary Register; another, out of respect 
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to the Rev. William Goode, a pious evangelical minister of the es- 
tablished church. 

May, !814. From Margaret Corston Cooper, a child four and a 
half year’s old, for Margaret Corston Coofier. 

From undergraduates of Cambridge University, for Charles Simeon, 
out of respect to Mr. Simeon, a celebrated evangelical preacher. 

From the Committee of the Ladies’ Association, for James Haldane 
Stewart, as a token of respect and esteem for their President. 

F:om several members of the Ladies’ Association, attending St. 
John’s Chanel, for Daniel Wilson, as a a token of respect and affec- 
tion for their minister, 

In subsequent numbers, we find children named, Zhomas Scott, 
Henry Martyn. Wilkam Wilberforce, Edward Griffin. (a clergyman 
of the established Caurch,) and Claudius Buchanan. 

We are happy to hear, that this last name is to be appropriated to 
a child at Bombay, by a Society in Boston, which will make a donation 
for the purpose. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR EDUCATING PIOUS YOUTH FOR THE 
GOSPEL MINISTRY, 


AT the late annual meeting of this Society the following gentlemen 
were chosen officers for the year ensuing: viz. 

His Honor gy itiiamM Puituips. Esq. President. 

SAMUEL SALISBURY, Esq. Ist Vice President, 

WiiraM Bartvet, Esq. 2nd Vice President. 

Hon. Wiutii1aM REED, Esq. 3rd Vice President, 

Mr. Putny Cuter, Clerk. 

Rev. Joun Copman, Corresponding Secretary. 

Mr. Aaron P. CLEAVELAND, Jreasurer, 


Dea. Jonn E. TyLer, 4uditor. 


Directors. 
Rev. EvrpHaLteT Pearson, L. L. D. Rev. Apret Houmes, D. D. 
Rev. Danret Dana, D. D. Rev Esenezer Porter, D. D. Rey. 
Josuua Bates, Rey. Brown Emerson, and Rey. Asa Eaton. 


RECEIPTS. 
The Treasurer’s accounts exhibit the following sums, as having been 
received before the annual meeting; viz. to Oct. 21, 1816, 





From 150 annual subscribers, - - $914 00 
Donations for immediate use, - e ° 1,998 17 
Donations to the permanent fund, - ° 2,671 00 
Interest on United States stock. - - - 131 25 
- 
$5,714 42 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid towards the education of twenty-nine beneficiaries, 1,310 00 
Paid towards expenses of an agent, - - 30 00 
Printing sermon, : - - 75 00 


Other printing and various contingent expenses, . 260 03 
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Vested in U. S. stock, as part of the permanent fund , 2,362 50 

Balance in the Treasury, the greater part of which is for 

immediate use. - - - - - 1,686 89 
$5,714 42 


In addition to the above, more than a thousand dollars were paid 
into the Treasury at the annual meeting; but as the number of ap- 
plicants is continually augmenting, the resources of the Society are 
by no means adequate to the calls upon it for aid. 


JOURNAL OF THE REY. GORDON HALZ. 


The following is the extract from Mr. Hall’s journal, which we promised in our last 
number. 


April 7, 1816. Lord’s day.—At 8 o’clock in the morning! went, 
as usual for some time past, to the sea-shore where the Mussulmen 
bury, and where the Hindoos both burn and bury, their dead, accord- 
ing to the customs of their respective casts. When I arrived, there 
were 50 or 60 heathens, seated on the beach, at a small distance from 
the funeral pile of their deceased friend. I found it easy to enter 
into conversation with them; and I spoke freely and fully of the great 
salvation; and exhorted them to embrace without delay the free offer 
of pardon and eternal life through a crucified Redeemer, that thus 
they might be prepared to die in peace, avoid the torments of hell, 
and enter into the joys of heaven. They heard attentively, and pro- 
fessed to approve. 

I then walked a few rods. and sat down under a shed, in front of a 
watch house: (for the police constantly keep several seapoys*® on duty 
in this vast receptacle of the dead.) Here I spoke to 15 or 20 per- 
sons, some of whom were heathens and some Mussulmen. A few 
yards from me a Mussulman burial soon took place. About the same 
time came a Hindoo procession bringing a dead man to his burning. 
After a-short interval, came another Hindoo procession with music, 
bringing the dead body of a Gousavee, (belonging to one class of 
Hindoo devotees.) According to their custom he was to be buried. 
The thanner of doing it was peculiar. The grave was dug in a cir- 
cular form, about 3 feet in diameter, and 4 feet deep. The body 
was then deposited in a sitting posture, with the legs locked together 
and drawn up close under the body; this being the posture in which 
this sort of people sit at their devotions. The hands were elevated 
about to a level with the arm pits, and closed upon the breast, and in 
them the “ng was carefully placed. The ding is a significant em- 
blem of what decency forbids to be named; and such was the deity, 
which this poor deiuded creature worshipped; and to which he was 
scrupulously devoted all his days. Shocked at the awful spectacle, 
my thoughts rushed forward to the resurreetion of the dead, and the 
judgment of all men. I seemed to see this deluded fellow-being 
rising from the grave, and with this overwhelming testimony of his 
guilt, his shame, and his condemnation, approaching the bar of in- 
sulted and incensed Omnipotence! To what “everlasting shame and 
contempt” and woe must such vile idolaters awake at the resurrec- 


*A seapoy is a native soldier. Es 
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tion day! And, alas! how countless the multitude of such guilty un- 
taught heathens! Could Christians, at home, behold but one scene 
like this, what further need could there be of exhortation! Would 
not every friend of Jesus, in the fulness of his heart, exclaim, “let 
me give,—let me do,—something for the salvation of the heathen. 
Would not all cry aloud to the Redcemer, “Lord, send forth more 
laborers into thy barvest.” Would not every pious youth rejoice to 
say, “Here am I, Lord; send me!” But such mo:ing scenes are as 
real, as though every Christian saw them with his own eyes. Why 
are Christians so slow to bedieve, to feel, and to act? 

I addressed, as weil as I was able, the people who were attending 
on this interment; and chen I walked to another spot, where a dead 
body was burning. There also I spoke to five or six. I then began 
to withdraw from this dismal spot—dismal indeed: for here 5, 10, 20 
or 30, of my fellow creatures are daily brought and deposited with the 
dead. These all die, inthe ignorance and guilt of idolatry or Ma- 
hometanism. And for how many generations has this broad stream 
of human life been flowing into eternity! And how long shall it con- 
tinue to flow, unmixed with the hope of eternal life! As I was withe 
drawing, a Mussuiman, with 3 or 4 others, called to me, and invited 
me to a religious conversation with them. I spoke briefly and 
departed, 

On my way home, I fell in with two Catholics, who were at work. 
I asked them how they could think themselves Christians and work 
on the Sabbath! I attempted briefly to describe to them the twe 
widely different sorts of Christians, which there are in the world. 

In the evening, I wa:ked out as usual. Atone place I began to 
talk to some large boys, whom I saw at play. About 30 persons 
were soon collected, and I sat down and read part of a tract to them, 
and told them what they must do to be saved. In another piace, [ 
spoke to 50 or 60 more. I addressed several other smalier collec- 
tions of people and lent one tract. This evening I have spoken to 
not less than 120 or 130; and, during the day, to about 220. I think 
that in speaking to so many, 1 have never before met with so lie 
contradiction. 

Monday, 8th. I was hindered from going out as early as usual; 
but the great Disposer of ali circumstances put about 100 people in 
my way, whom I addressed on the concerns of their souls. In one 
place, | spoke to about i5 who were begyars by inheritance or Cast. 
J exhorted them to repent, confess their sins, and beg pardon of God, 
&c. I collected about 50 or 60 in another place; but some of them 
violently contradicted, and one of them, (% no hus otten heard me 
preaching Christ,) spoke as awfully of the biessed Jesus, as ever the 
Viaspheming Jews did. 

Tuessay, 9th. To day I have preached to more than 100 people. 
In one piace, as f was sitting by an obscure heathen temple and rea- 
soning with some men about worshipping a stone for their god, a 
very decent looking Mussuiman came up, and, after listening a while, 
desired to speak. But he no svoner began to display his zeal 
against zdo/s, than the Hindoos asked him why the Mussulmen wor- 
ship the tombs of the dead, which are > only full of bones and stench? 
The lindoos boldly attack the Mussuimen on this ground; and the 
latter certainly do seem to worship tombs with as watt devyouon, as 
the former worship their idols. 
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I soon resumed the conversation; and as I spoke of the Redeemer, 
the Son of God. the blinded and haughty Mussulman went aways de- 
claring that God had no Son. 

Almost in the centre of the road, near the same spot, were several 
stones about the size of a goose-egg, with some red coloring stuff 
upon them. These were Hii ndoo deities, I unconsciously stepped 
on one of these strange deities, as I suppose 50 other persons must 
doevery day. A bystander apprised me of what I had done; but 
without seeming to expect an apology. Alas! into what inconceiva- 
ble degradation and misery are such idolaters plunged! I should not 
know how to give the entire character of the Hindoos, in a few words, 
better than by saying, that “they are ready to believe any thing but 
the truth, to worship any thing but their Maker, and to do any thing 
except that which is good.” To what a glorious triumph Is the cross 
of Christ destined in the midst of such gross idolatry; a thought, 
which, when seized in faith, transforms, in a moment, the most over- 
whelming discouragements into the most transporting exultation. 

As I was walking in an obscure street, a man, whom [ knew not, 
called to me, and began to speak of religion; which gave me an op- 
portunity of addressing 12 or 15. On my way home I turned aside 
to a large temple, where 300 or 400 people were assembled to be in- 
structed in the fooleries and vices of their gods Here I found an 
Opportunity Of speaking to a number, and T suppose I might have 
drawn «vay many; but 1 thought it more judicious to forbear? 

Wednesday, iOth. I have spoken t» about the same number to 
day that I did yesterday. I met with no contradiction, except in ono 
place, where the individual alluded to on the 8th came up, after I had 
been addressing the people for some time, and opposed with great 
vioience. In another place, I began tatalk to about a dozen children, 
from 8 to 15 years of age. I questioned them about their Maker, 
and told them how such children were taughtin my country. | repeated 
the commandments to them, and spoke of the awful place to which 
the wicked would go at death, and also of the happy place to which 
the good would go. A number of adults came and listened also; and 
both they and the children seemed to be pleased. This is what I of: 
ten do withthe children, and sometimes I have 20 of them around me 
in one place. In general, they are willing to drop their sport, and 
listen to what I kave to say; and they seem highly gratified with the 
notice I take of them. Hundreds of these, in different parts of the 
town, know me, and they often run out to give me their salam, (bow. ) 
Who can tell what may be the ultimate consequences of the little 
seed, which may be thus scattered, and of the friendly impressions 
which may be made thus ear ly upon their tender minds. 

Thursday, tithe To day is the annual piigrimage to Mahalukmma, 
the goddess of wealth, whose temple is situated by “the sea side, about 
two and a haif miles out of town. The crowd of people, who flocked 
thither, wasimmense. It was with the greatest difficulty, that ail the 
people could force their way near enough to see the idol, and present 
it with their offerings of cocoanuts, ece, flowers, and cocks, which 
were offcred in sacrifice. I found the opportunities for speaking to 
the deluded people more favorable, than I had anticipated. I spoke 
repeatedly, in different places, In the midst of large numbers; but 
from the bustle and vise, perhaps not more than 150 or 200 could 





- 








38 Journal ofthe Rev. Gordon Hall. JAN, 


fairly hear me. I found far less opposition and contradiction than [ 
expected. 

Friday. 12th. Today I went first to the burying and burning ground, 
where I found one Mussulman burial and two Hindoo burnings, 
One of the bodies for burning wus the corpse of a poor heathen, who 
yesterday performed his pilgrimage to Mahalukmma. He returned 

at night and banged himseif. While there I found opportunity to 
speak to abou! 59 prrsons. T went next to a heathen temple, where 
two women were performing their vows to the idol. This they dic, 
by measuring the distance fiom their house to the idol, falling at 
full length on their faces, then rising and advancing to the spot to 
which their extended hands reach-d at their previous prostration. 
A number of musicians preceded them, and a train of attendants fol- 
lowed them. They also brought offerings for the idol, such as light- 
ed tapers, flowers, gee, (clarified butter,) cocoa nuts, &c. These 
vows are frequent among the iower classes of Hindoos. Here I spoke 
to 30 or 40 people. From that temple I walked a smal! distance, sat 
down. and began to discourse with a few people. Soon IJ had an as- 
sembly of 50 persons. It being Good Friday, I next went to the 
Catholic church, where the crucifixion of the Savior is represented 
annually ina style perfectly theatrical. In the midst of a sermon, 
(in European Portuguese. which very few of the people understand,) 
a curtain draws, and an image of the Savior is seen, bleeding on the 
cross. At the same_instant, the people fall upon their knees, cross 
themselves, and beat their breasts After a while the image is taken 
down, and put upon a bier, which, with the virgin Mary on an elevat- 
ed platiorm behind it, Is carried several times round the church yard, 
and allis attended by Innumerable ceremonies, exhibiting the most 
egregious and deplorable ignorance, superstition and nonseise. The 
crowd of people of all descriptions was immense. My object in at 
tending, (for I have repeatedly witnessed it before) was to endeavor 
to instruct sume of the ignorant spectators, in the true knowledge of 
a crucified Savior. The occasion was favorabie. I suppose I ad- 
dressed 150 persons. A number of these were Catholics; but the 
most of them were Hindoos, to whom I spoke in different places 
around the church. The substance of what I taught them was, that 
Chnist, who is God, did become incarnate; and that, as represented 
on the cross before them, he did suffer and die for the sins of all 
men;—that all, who repent and believe ov him, will be saved, and all 
who do not wiil be damned; and that this faith was the hidden work of 
the heart producing holiness of life; but that it was a great sin to 
make an image of any thing whatever, to call it God, and to fall down 
and worship betore it. 

Saturday 13th. To day I have spoken to more than 100 people— 
At one place there were about 20 in a school, and what was quite un- 
usual a number of the scholars were, I should judge, trom 18 to 25 
years of age. [T was acquainted with the master and several of his 
scholars. One of them handed mea paper, which he was reading; 
aud the first thing Tread was, that the invoking of the name of Her- 
ree (commonly understood to mean Krishna) was the fire which pur- 
ees uway all sin. | read bo further; but began to labor to convince 
them, that it was In Vain to invoke the name even of the true God, 
unless there be ove to God tn the heart, repentance of sin, &Kcm—that 
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to invoke the name of Herree, who, as they all knew, was grossly 
immoral, could not take away sin. I intreated them to repent and 
worship the true God, 


Dear Sir, 
The preceding is a pretty fair specimen of what my private 


‘ournal would be, if I kept it regularly. The last of these iwo 
weeks, however, I found more opportunitics of speaking co a larger 
number than usual.— With great joy se have just heard of the safe 
arrival of our five brethren at Colombo, and of their very encouraging 
reception by the Governor. But with the greatest concern bave we 
just heard a ramor of another war between England and America. 
We expect to write to you at large, in a few days; therefore I send 
you these sheets, which were on hand, without adding any thing 
more. I shall wish to know whether they reach you. 
Your brother and fellow servant, G. Hare. 


Bombay, April 27, 1816. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


TERE has been, for some months past, an uncommon attention to re- 
ligion in Charlotte, (Ver.) The work is peculiarly remarkable, on 
account of the unusual number of children who are seriously affec- 
ted, and who give evidence of the operation of the Good Spirit upon 
their hearts. 

At Malone, (N. Y.) there has been a powerful revival, within a 
few months past; in consequence of which 60 or 70 persons have 
obtained a hope. The Rev. Mr. Parmeiee is the minister of the 
place. 

At Plattsburgh, (N Y.) under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Hewit, 
70 persons have been added to the Congregational church, in the 
course of 14 or 15 months. 

The revivals at Parma and Riga, Genesee county, (N. Y.) con- 
tinued till the last intelligence; and a similar work was commencing 
at Murray, where a church had been recently organized At Cayuga 
village, there was an extensive awakening, and at Homer a wonderful 
out-pouring of the Spi-it. At Owasco there are supposed to have 
been 600 or 700 converts in the Presbyterian and Baptist connexions, 
since last January. God has smiled, in a wonderful manncr, upon 
the exertions, which have been made to diffuse religion, in the wes- 
tern part of the State of New York. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR EVANGELIZING THE JEWS. 


A Society with this designation has recently been formed by Chris- 
tians of different denominations in the city of New York. Atthe 
organization of the Society on the 30th ult. the foilowing gentlemen 
were appointed officers: viz. 

Rev. Puititie MiLtiepo.er, D. D. President. 

PETER Witson, L. L. D. Vice President. 

Mr. Jonn E. CatpweE tt, Corresponding Secretary. 

Rev. ALEXANDER Gunn, Rerording Secretary. 

Mr. Tuomas Srorm, Jreasurer. 
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Rev. Messrs. Jonn Wiuiuiams, J. M. Matrruews, R. B. Ek. M’LeEop, 
Joun Knox, and Messrs. Isaac SespRiNG, Martruras Bruen, and 
Joun Nitcuie, other managers. 

The managers have appointed the Rev. J. S. C. Frey to deliver Jec- 
tures statedly to the Jews in their behalf; and Mr. Frey has com- 
menced the delivery of lectures ou every Sabbath evening. 


ORDINATIONS 


Ornpatxen, at Wendell, (Mass.) on the Ist inst. the Rev. Henvey Witser. ‘The ser. 
vices, which were deeply solemn and impressive, and highly appropriate, were as fol- 
lows; Introductory prayer by the Rev. Mr Bailey of Pelham. Sermon by the Rey. 
Dr. Dana, of Newburyport, from 1 Cor. ii, 13. “Which things also we speak, nol in 
the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teache th; comparing 
spiritual things withspiritual.” Cowsecrating prayer by the Rey. Mr. Blodget of Green- 
wich; charge by the Rev. Mr. Estabrooks, of Athol; right hand of fellowship by the 
Rev. Mr. Gxtes, of Montague; and concluding prayer by the Rev. Mr. Harding, of New 
Salem. All the exercises were attended to by a numerous audience with a very lively 
mterest. 

At Southbridge, on the 18th ult. the Rev. Jason Park, over the church and congre- 
gation in that place. lutrodactory praver by the Rev. Mr. Lane, of Sturbridge; Ser- 
mon from Acts xx, 24. by the Rev. Mr. Learned of C wingers ‘y, (Con.); conseerating 
praver by the Kev. Mr. Dow, of Thompson, (Con.); charge to the pastor by the Rev. Mr. 
Lyman of S .Woodstock (Con. ): right band of fellow shi, by the Rev. Mr. Whipple ot 
Chariton; charge to the — by the Rev. Mr. Underwood of W. W ooustock, (Con.) 
and coneluding prayer by the Rey. Mr. Backus of N. Woodstock, (Con. ) 


OBITUARY. 


Drrn, a young man by the name of Jouwrsox, a native of Connecticut, Visited the falls 
of Niagara, was known to descend the ladder below the falls, and has not been heard 
ef since. 

At Brighton, (England,) Swan Downer, Esq. He left 7,000/. for clothing a cere 
tain number of aged persons in Brighton; 500/. to a school for the instruetion of poor 
childreu—to an institution for the edueation of the deafand dumb, 1,0002; to a society 
for the discharge of small debts, to the Indigent Blind, and to the Philanthropic Society, 
1,000/. each, Tie lett other sums for other chavities and authorized his executors to 3 
tablish a life boat at Brighton, at their diseretion. 

At Trenton, Mr. Daviv C. Cooven, of New York, murdered ina duel. 

At Braintree alms-house, Patry Honproon, aged 26. She went into her room with 
a candle and a quart ef rum, and drank till she was intoxiested. In this situation, her 
clothes tool tire from the candle, and sie was found burut to death. 

At New York, suddenly, while sitting with his family at tea, Francis Lewis, Esq 
aged 66. 

At New York, Mr. Hevry Cox, an Englishman, and res —— merchant, in at 
tempting to gain the steam boat tor Brooklyn, theu under » by jm nping towards it. 
He lost his fuot-hold, after having reached the boat, and fell ¥ ack wards into the water 
Every assistance was instantly given to recover the body; but it proved in vain, until 
animation had fled. 

At Rutland, (NVer.) the Rev, Samvuen Wrtttams, L. L. D. formerly a professor a 
Harvard College. 

At Paris, M. GinevEeNnt, member of hay Royal Institution of France, and celebrated 
for his numerous and invala singe writings. All the literatiin Paris attended his fu neral; and 
enlogiums were pronounced at his grave, 5 ie Niessrs. Darnou and Amoury-Duval 

OF twelve persons who died in the city of Charleston (S. C.) in the week ending the 
Sth ult. Four were of Smad Pow. 

At Lempster, Mr. Jostua Booru, aged 55. His death was oceasioned by the bite of a 
eat, about six weeks previous. The cai attacked him when in bed, and wounded him in 
the free, Mr. Booth and his family, vot considering the circumstance to be alarming, 
neglected making use of anv means to prevent its dveadful eect, and on the 15th inst. 
he was attacked with the symptoms of the Hydrophobia. Medical aid was immediately 
resorted to, but to no purpose; the fatal disorder soon became visible to every spectator, 
hy the dread of every liquid, the sight of which would produce the most exeraciaiing 
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spasms. He took but very little or no nourishment, although he retained his senses unt 
he last; cautioning his frieads and neighbors to keep at a pr per distanee from him,that 
he might do them no injury. Mr. B was a person of strict integrity, and the religion he 
professed was his support through that shocking scene. He cied much lamented by all 
who knew him. 


At St. Albans, (Ver.) on Saturday, July 15th, 1816, in the 28th year of his age, 
JonaTHAN JANES, jun. after «lo g and paintal iliness. The following biographical 
sketch is extracted from a sermon preached at his funeral, by the Rev. Asava Viocean, 

“Qur deceased friend became a nopéful subject of divine grace, and professed his faith 
in the Almighty Redeemer in early bte; and his uniform and fervent piety lett no doubt 
of the zenuineness of his eaperience, and the sincerity of his professcon. Vhathe had 
imperfections is not to be denied; aud ifhe had not, he must have ceased to be a man. If 
he had enemies, (which is the cominon fot of all) perhaps it was owing more to his con- 
scientious faithfulness in the discharge of the duties involved in his profession, than to 
any real fault in him. For several years he had av ardent desive to preach the Gospel of 
the grace of God to his fellow sinners; but his feeble health prevented his attending to 
the requisite studies. 

‘‘Laboriug, however, through much weakness of body, he prepared for a work so im- 
portant; and a little more than a year since, was licensed to preach the Gospel; a work 
in which his whole soul was engaged. But a wise and holy God allowed him only a 
small share in this blessed and honorable labor —His health, (always feeble) beeame so 
impaired, that he was under the necessity of wholly relinquishing the work. But there 
is reason to hope, that his labor in the Gospel, though small, was notin vain. Some, 
no doubt, will appear at the last day, in the Redeemer’s kingdom, us the fruits of his 
labor. 

‘<})uring his last lingering illness, he maintained a steady confidence in God, and an un- 
shaken hope of a blessed immortality through the merits of an Infinite Savior; but his 
views and feelings were not so clear and happy as he desired. He had a general acquies- 
cence in the will of God, but did not possess that cordial submission to the idea of dy- 
ing, which was neeesmry to console his mind, as he approached the period of his disso- 
lution. Not that he feared to die; but he had a great desire to live;—and to live only to 
preach the Gospel to his dying fellow men. He labored and strove much for entire ree- 
Onciliation to God, particularly in the dispensation of death; but for a long time he labor- 
ed in vain. On this point darkness and anxiety rested upon his mind. On Monday 
evening before his dissolution, while his father was engaged in family praver, in which he 
heartily united, though in another room, mention being made of his approaching death, 
and an earnest request that he might be completely resigned, and his faith strengthened, 
his whole soul went out in the petition—he exclaimed, ‘*Why art thou cast down, UO, iny 
soul—why art thou disquie'ed within me.” ” . : 

At this time and afterwards Mr, Janes enjoved most ravishing views of heaven, and of 
Christ, which enti.ely subdued his reluctance to depart, and caused him to desire the 
hour of his removal with great earnestuess. The particular acccunt of his exercises our 
limits compel us to omit. 

“He had lost his voice for singing several months previous to this; and for some time eould 
speak only in a whisper; but he was able after this repeatedly to join in singing anthems 
of praise to his redeeming God.—Instead of being a house of mourning, this was truly a 
house of rejoicing. He said, I see no golden city as the place of my future resideuce, 
and into which Ll am about to enter; but L see the glory of God. This God is my God. 
To him I am going, and this is enough; this fills my soul with peace and substantial joy. 
O! what blessedness! ‘“Fongue cannot tell, nor heart conceive what I experience.” 
fle always spoke on this subject with sueh an expression of countenance, as showed in 
some degree, how much of heaven he already enjoyed; and requested that this, and sub- 
jects relating to eternity might be constantly dwelt upon. He expressed his firm ad- 
herence ‘to his last moments) to the distinguishing doctrines of grace, which he had 
warmly espoused, and the sweetness of which, he had habitually experienced. The 
doctrine ot the eternal electing love »f God, was peculiarly sweet and refreshing to his 
soul. ‘his was the foundation of his hope and the souree of his consolation. His desire, 
m all he said and did, was, to glorify God, and for this purpose, only, was he contented 
to be continued in the world even for an hour. His speech again failed him. Buta few 
hours before his soul took i's flieht to join the celestial throng of angels and glorified Suints, 
the Lord gave him strength to take each of his friends by the hand, and with a heavenly 
smile on his face, and ina short but pathetic address, to bid them txrewell—He said, my 
vest is at hand, and observed to those around him, I pity you,I sincerely pitv you, that you 
must still remain in this world. But, O! be faithful to the blessed Jesus and’ we 
soon shall meetin glory. Being informed, that his departure was at hand, he replied, [ 
éannot realize it; 1 fear you flaiter me; for I am not sensible of any pain—I am perfeetly 
easy. Being again told that he would soon be released, he said, [ rejoice, Lam Willing to 
$a; God’s will be done—and a few moments after expired without a struggle and with- 
Sut a groan.” 
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At Westboreugh, (Mass.) on the 8th of September last, Mr. Ropotpavs Mixzer, 
in the 2ith year of his age. 

This young man was naturally possessed of a sweet and amiable temper, of a feeling 
and tender heart, and of those endearing domestic and social qualities, which greatly in- 
terest relatives and friends. Ue was of course much beloved in the eirele of his ac- 
quaintance, and probably had not an enemy in the world. 

For several years he had been an exemplary professor of religion, and a member of 
the church in Westborough under the pastoral eare of the Rev. Mr. Rockwood. Though 
judu trious and attentive to the concerns of this life, he was prineipally engaged in lay- 
ing up tveasures in heaven; and it was evident that his heart was there also. ‘The great- 
er part of his leisure was spent cither in religious conversation, in writing religious letters, 
or in fillmg his diary with reflections on passing events, his own experience,and the dealings 
of Providenee with him. He seemed to feel a deep sense of his accountability for the 
use of his time, and his opportunities, and to live habitually mindful of death, of the 
presence of God, and the retributions of eternity. In secret prayer he enjoyed sweet 
and holy communion with his Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Sin, either in himselt 
or others, was his greatest grief and burden, and the prevalence of religion was his 
greatest joy. He contemplated death with great cheerfulness, and bore hielast illness, 
which was 2 consumption of about eight raonths continuance, with Christian resignation. 
Ashe gradually approached the confines of the dark valicy, his enjoyment of the Sab- 
baih and of public worship seemed to increase, and his soul seemed fast preparing fer 
@ participation in the joys of the heavenly kingdom. 


At Charleston, (S. C.) on the Lith of November last, Mr. Aanow Hanpy, of Boston, 
merehant, aged 41. Mr. UH. lett Boston early in Oetober for the recovery of his health, 
and Janded at Charleston about the 20th of that month. He was too late in seeking the 
ail of a more genia} climate. The eousumption had made such a progress, that it could 
not be arvested, and he sunk speedily under its influence. At the approach of death, 
and inthe trymg hour, his faith sustained him, and he died with perfeet calmness. 
‘Toward the close of bis lite he was not able to converse much, and was always rather 
reserved in disclosing bis feelings, but he signifed bis hope of salvation through the 
merits of Christ, and evidently had that serene composure of mind, in the solemn view 
of death, whieh is a stroug evidence of genuine religion. 

Mr. fardy was mod st and retiving in his habits, had a great dislike of all parade and 
oste tation, and was not fond of multiplying his acquaintanees. His worth was not fully 
known, except to those who knew him intimately. We enjoyed this pleasure, and can 
truly say, that he was One of the most couscientious men whom we ever knew. In his 
dealings he was esteemed a model of meveantile integrity. Indeed, in our opinion he 
was a uartyr te his stvict sense of integrity; for when he wished to trave! for his health 
early in the last summer, aud would have gladly made any pectiniary sacrifice in his 
power for this privilege, he was withheld by the fear that his ereditors might experienee 
disappointment by his absence. The fact was, that he had entered pretty largely into 
oommerte, not expecting, as few did expect, that unexampled pressure for money, whieh 
the mercantile part of the community experieneed last spring. In this state of things, 
he conecived it to he his duty to pay stret attention to his business while the pressure 
oontinucd; not so much to preserve himself from loss, or to sustain his future eredit, as to 
prevent his ereditors trom suffering by a temporary disappointment. This he declared 
to be his motive at the time, and we have thought it worthy of deingwecerded. Certain 
it is, that too many professors of religion do not possess that strict and conseientious re- 
gard to punctuality in their dealings, which ought to be expeeted from them. After the 
most urgent part of his business bad been attended to, Mr. H. dismissed w orldly concerns 
very much trom his mind, and seemed engrossed with higher and more solemn consider- 
tions. He spent meeh of his Ome in riding for his health, and mach in private medita- 
tion. When his wite, on a certain occasion, expressed a fear, that his business lay with 
too mueh weight upon his mind, he replied with a smile, “Why then do you remind me 
of it? T have not thought of it for several hours.” é 

For a considerable number ot years Mr. H. had been a professor of religion. At the 


organization of Park Street church he became one of its members; and he shared liber-. 


ally in the expenses ot erecting their spacious and elegant house for public worship, and 
in the other charges of that new ecngregation. 

Mir. H. was one of the kiw est of husbands and of fathers, of relatives and friends. 
When just sinking into the grave himself, he expressed great solicitude for the health of 
others. ; He had a tender re gard tor tauhful ministers of the Gospel, and was grieved 
wheo he saw them assailed by slander. In the damestic relations, to which he looked 
for whatever of enjawment he expected in the things of this world, he was visited with 
reveated afflicuors. Two amiable wives and a promising child he followed successively 
¢o the grave; a third wite,a sister ot the exeellent Harriet Newell, survives him, with 
th: e children, to mourn their irreparable loss. 

Mr. H. was graduated at Dartmouth College, in the year 1795. He was a man of 
gound judgment, good sense, and an independent mind. The death of every sach man is 
a public bereavement, 
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On Satarday, the 28th ult. at his residence at Hamilton College, New York,after a short 
but severe attack of fever, the Rev. Aztex Backus, D. D. President of tiat institution; 
a gentleman distinguished not only for the virtues which sweeten and adorn private life, 
but for learning, talents, and piety. Dr. Backus was a native of Cennecticut, and 
reccived his edueation at Yale College, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in 
the year 1787. Early in life he was ordained as successor in the ministry to Dr. Bellamy, 
at Bethlem, in that State; and during his residence there, was considered 4s one of the 
most eminent preachers and divines in the country, Upon the establishment ot Hamil- 
ton College he was choseri che first President, and has ever since presided over that sem- 
mary with great usefulness and reputation. : ; 

Dr. Backus was 4 man of an original cast of thought, of ardent feelings, of vigorous 
and active piety. He was suddenly cut off in the miuist of his uselidness, at the age of 
51. Greatly beloved by his brethren in the ministry, and by all! who had the happiness 
to be acquainted with him, he died universal!’ lamented. 


At Hartford, (Con.) on the 25th ult. the Rev. Naruan Srrone DP. D. in the 69th year 
of his age and the 43rd of his ministry. He was the son of the Rev, Nathan Strong, of 
Coventry, (Con:) and, by his mother, a descendant of the Rev. Juha Williams of Deer- 


field, who was taken captive at the destruction of that town in 1704. He was graduated 


at Yale College in 1769. He was mueh distinguished at that seminary, as a student and 
a tutor. He was ordained pastor of the first church in Harttord, Jan. 1774 Dr. Strong 
is deservedly ranked among the first divines of New England, and of the present age. 
Mis erudition was great,his information very extensive. For pewers of intellect,penetration 
of mind, clearness of perception, strength of memory, and soundness of judgment he 
has left few equals. For acuteness of discernment and the knowledge of men, he may 
be classed with the first of any age. Many of the best political pieces published in Con- 
necticut, during the war of the Revolution agd at the formation of the present govern- 
ment, were from his pen. His writings on theology consist, principally, of sermons, 
essays, and traets. He was the principal editer of the Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine, Which was continued fifteen years. His sermons are not inferior, as to their prac- 
tical utility, to any that have appeared in this country. Firmly attached to the doctrines 
of grace, as held by the New England churches, he never contemplated the Christian 
system technically, but regarded it as a glorious scheme of grace and righteousness. He 
treated all the doetrines of the Gospel iv 4 practical manner, suited to enlighten the une 
derstanding, to convict the conse.ence, and to warm the heart.—His ministry has been 
eminently successful. A great congregation were united in him with the most cordial 
attachment. He has been favored with three distinguished periods of religious revivals, 
in which a large aumber were hopefully united to Christ. Such men are truly the char- 
ot of Israel and the horsemen thereof. 

Dr. Strong was entirely engrossed, especially during the latter years of his ministry, 
with the duties of a faithful pastor. He usually preaehed several sermons in a week, be- 
sides two on the Sabbath. At Limes of religious awakening, he was much engaged in 
prayer, and in labors. A deep and solemn view of eternal things was present to his mind. 

Qne infallible proof of superior powers.was the influence which Dr. S. exerted, without 
seeming to be conscious of it, over the minds of others. In his conversation, his preach 
ing, his prayers, his manner of thinking, it was very apparent that he was naturally a 
genius, and that his intelleet had been rendered acute and discriminating by a thorough 
study of the human heart, and an accurate observation of the human character. He 
will long be remembered as one of the able theologians of thiscountry, | 


It is with very painful emotions, and with a deep sense of the loss which our country 
has sustained, that we add to the preceding list the name of the Rev. Timaotay Dwient, 
®.D.L.L. D President of Yale College. ‘This great and good man, the delight of his 
numerous friends, the ornament of the city and state in which he lived, an honor to his 
country, a pillar of the American church, was removed from this world on Saturday 
morning, the 11th inst. in the 65th year of his age, and the 22nd of his Presidency. Hie 
health had been declining for nearly two years, during a great part of which time he suf- 
fered intense pain from a local disease, which has been ascertained since his death to be 
2 cancer near the neck of the bladder. From an early stage of his complaint, he suppos- 
ed it to be the will of Providence, that he should suffer extreme bodily anguish, till, worm 
down and exhansted, his constitution should sink under the pressure. ‘To this dispensa- 
tion of his heavenly Father he submitted with Christian fortitude, and a truly filial ae- 
ytuescence; not omitting, however, the use of any means, which friendship and medical 
skill could suggest for his relief. During the year past his laborious course of academical 
duties was considerably interrupted, and since the September vacation he was principally 
confined to his own house. Still he was able, only the week before his death, to attend 
the recitation of kis theological students, when he enversed with great animation and 
force. On Wednesday, the Sth, he was seized with a lethargic stupor, and other atarm- 
ing symptoms; and had not the full use of his mental faculties, nor any consciousness of 
his danger, till Saturday morning. ‘His mind seemed then in full vigor;”? (we use the 
words of one of his theological students, ar eye-witness;) “and he began to realize his 
situation. On being asked, whether he found the divine support in the dark valley, be 
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replied, “I hope so.” He continued for some time with eves uplifted and fixed, appar- 
ently in prayer, and then, I trust, aseended from sin and suffering to a crown and a 
throove at the meht hand of the Redeemer “4 Thai this confiderce in the happy state of 
the departed spirit is abundanily warranted, ‘he friends of the deceased have the most 
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Dr. Dwight left two great works ready for the press; viz. a System of Theolocy, in 
about 17U sexmous, and Travels in Newt England and New York. These works he, at 
one time, contemplated publishing himself; but, as we are informed, gradually beeame 
of the opinion, that they would not appear till after his death. We hope. they will not 
be withheld a moment longer than shail be necessary, in order to publish them in a style 
worthy of their author. 

The American church, while contemplating this event, and those which preceded 
it in rapid succession, may be tempted to apostrophize Death in the language of the 

yoet 
sige “Insutiate Archer, could not one suffice? 
Thy shaft few thrice, und thrice my peace wae slain.” 


She will soon recover from her despondency, however, when she considers how easy 
it is for the Redeemer to e:nploy new instruments to accomplish his glorious work of 
love and merey. Let Christians betake themselves to prayer, that when burning aod 
shining lights are removed, God wonld kindle others, and cause them to shine witha 
heavenly radiance, till the darkness which envelopes the earth shall be utterly dispelled 
by the direct and reflected beams of the Sun of Righteousness. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


DEAF AND DUMB. 


SEVERAL years ago the attention of a considerable number of indi- 
viduals was awakened to a consideration of the unhappy case of the 
deaf and dumb. The first person in our country,who contemplated any 
great public measures for their relief, was, so far as we are informed, 
Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, of Hartford, Connecticut. His compassion 
and sympathy for their unfortunate condition was particularly excited 
by having a promising child suddenly deprived of hearing, and cense- 
quently of the power of speech. He took measures to ascertain the 
number of the deaf and dumb,in the state of Connecticut; made him- 
self acquainted with the mode of instructing this class of persons, im 
vented by the Abbe de L’Epee, and improved by the Abbe Sicard;‘and 
in conjunction with several other public-spirited gentlemen, planned 
the establishment of an Assy/um for the Deaf and Dumé. 
To promote this object Mr. Gallaudet, a gentleman admirably 
qualified for the undertaking, was sent to Europe for the purpose of 
visiting the institutions in Great Britain and France, which have been 
formed on the improved model described by the Abbe Sicard. Dur- 
ing his residence at Paris, Mr. Gallaudet became acquainted with 
Mr. Laurent Clerc, an interesting young man, who had been one of 
the pupils of the Abbe Sicard,and then held an office of instruction 
in the same institution. Full of zeal to serve those, whose dreary and 
disconsolate lot he knew by experience, Mr. Clerc offered to accom- 
pany Mr. Gaiiaudet to this country. They left France in July and 
reached New York in August. During the passage, Mr. Clerc de- 
voiced himseif to the study ot the English language with such ardor 
and success, that although he had not commenced the study of it till 
June, he could write it, in a few weeks after his arrival,with great ra- 
pidity, accuracy, and propriety. We have seen a Jetter,written by him 
in September. evidently without study and in haste, in which there 
Wus not a single violation of orthegraphy or purity. In company with 
Mr. Gallaude:, he has visited Boston, Salem, New Haven, New York, 
Albany, Philadelphia, and other large towns, principally with a view 
to aid in obtaining funds for the Assylum. We are happy to state, 
that these visits have becn successful, and that the hberzlitw ef the 
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public has been, in many instances, quite commendable. In most of 
the large towns, Mr. Clerc has composed addresses to ladies and gen- 
tlemen, public bodies and private circles, in all of which he has dis- 
covered a great versatility of talent He has also been in the constant 
habit of writing extempore answers to such questions, as are propos- 
ed, in which difficult exercise he has acquitted himself with great 
credit. As a specimen of his talents, and for the purpose of giving 
useful information to our readers, we copy the close of his address 
to a large assembly of ladics and gentlemen in Philadeiphia, and his 
answers to several questions proposed on the occasion. 

“Ladies and Gentlemen! I have already given yor an idea of the Eu- 
ropean deaf and dumb, and you can easily appreciate the exteat of 
their private comfort and happiness. It 1s time to speak now of your 
ewn ccuntrymen.—I have had the pleasure to see some of them. Ah! 
how great is the difference between an educated and an uneducated 
deaf and @umb! Who can be indifferent about such a matter! Who 
ean refuse his aid in extending the blessings of knowledge to those 
poor ignorants.—Thcey have no icea of things purely inteliectual, and 
if nevertheless, they say that there is one God in the universe, I can 
assure you, that they do not know what he is, nor cannot conceive how 
it is possible he should be every where and possessed of infinite wis- 
dom, of unparalleled goodness, of undiminished mercifuiness, of strict 
justice, of eternal truth. of extreme power, and of a facility to know 
our most secret thoughts! They cannot all read the Holy Bible which 
is the work of God, nor acquire the acquaintance of the reason, why 
Jesus Christ has come here below, and of the conditions he has impos. 
ed upon us to obtaina better happiness in the other world! They go 
.o church without knowing how to pray to God. I should be able to 
tel] you more, to shew you how much they must be pitied, but it would 
abuse your patience to attend to us long. 

“Ladies and Gentiemen, | beg leave to invite you to become their 
patrons. The first lesson we shall give them, will have for its obje Ct, 
the nomenclature of objects which fail under their senses. The scc- 
ond will tend to conduct them to the acqnaintance of abstract ideuas— 
The third to speak to them ofthe Supreme Being, and of the design 
for which he hascreated them—Tie fourth tocntertain them by way of 
discourse, Upon the obligations they will ha.e towards their parents and 
benetactors; and the last lesson achieving their education, what pleas- 
ure will they not experience in considering themselves different from 
whatthey were before! With what sensibility will they not learn the 
sames of the authors of their happiness: With what eagerness will 
they not express thcir gratitude towards their neighbors, and what 
satisfaction will you not tcel, Ladies and Gentlemen, in secing the 
good you will bave deve! and in thinking that your reward will be in 
Heaven: Whe canassure you that there “will never be sooner or later, 
some ot these untortunates among your own cChiidren, or among the 

children of your chiliven! Then you would wish a school for them; 
turm tat present, Lien you would wish their wei: deing; prepare 
it at present. Then you would wish their tuture felicity in Heaven; 
pen to them the way oiit at present. in fine, Ladies and Gentiemen, 
mray do at presem the ood you would desire at some future ume 
ry have done tor your ublortunate countrymen. 1 shall otten prar 
‘at Vour bearts mey be opened tn favor of humaniy 
Laurent Currce 
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The folie wing resolutions were offered to the meeting, and unani- 
mously adopted, viz. ; : 

«Resolved, that the Ladies and Gentlemen present entertain an im- 

ressive and grateful sense of the benevolence which has induced Mr. 
Clerc to devote himseif to the instruction ofthe Deaf and Dumb of 
the United S:ates; and tender to him their thanks for the opportunity 
which he has kindly afforded them of witnessing the efficacy of that 
system by which he has been instructed. © : 

“Resolved, That this meeting consider it to be an importent and in- 
teresting duty to aid the exertions which are making for the education 
of the Deafand Dumb in our country; and that a committee be ap- 
pointed to select suitable persons to wait upon the inhabitants of the 
city and districts to receive contributions for this interesting object. 

“Whereupon, Robert Wharton, esq. Mayor of the city, Robert Rais- 
ton, John Connelly, John Carrell, Jonah Thomson, John Steel, Peter 
Miercken, Ebenezer Ferguson, John Goodman and Jonathan 
Knight were appointed. 

“Resolved, That the committee now appointed report the proceed- 
ings in the public prints of this city, and that the proceedings of 
this meeting be published with the signatures of the Chairman and 
Secretary. 

On communicating to Mr. Clerc the purport of the first resolu- 
tion, he immediately wrote the following acknowledgment:— 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen, 

‘Tam more sensible than I can express, for your thanks, and I 
assure you that nothing has given me more pleasure in this city, than 
the opportunity of having been a witness of your good dispositions to- 
wards the Deaf and Dumb of your country, whoever they may be. I 
shall soon leave your city with the satisfaction of having procured 
benefactors to those unfortunates.” 

A number of questions were proposed to Mr. Clerc by the Ladies 
and Gentlemen present, in writing and by signs, which were answered 
by him in writing, with a promptitude rarely equalled by those pos- 
sessing the full command of their speech. Among others were the 
following: 

“By what means do you judge whether the operations of your mind ° 
are stmilar to those of fiersons who can hear and sfieak? 

“I can express my own ideas by writing, and as what I write is what 
you speak, I can judge that I possess the same faculties of the mind 
as you do. 

“What are your tdeas of Music and of Sounds in general? 

“J have no accurate idea of every thing that relates to the sense of 
hearing; butif I may judge from what I have been told, and what I have 
read, I may say that Mus’c is a concert of various sounds, emanated 
either from the voice, or from some instrument, and which forms a 
most agreeable harmony for the persons endowed with the sense of 
hearing. Sound is the feeling of the organs of hearing struck and 
moved by the agitation of ctinking bodies; and which are causing am 
agreeable or disagreeable sensation on the ear. 

“What is Virtue? 

_ “Virtue in its proper sense is the efficiency, the vigor, the faculty. 
the power of acting, which exists in all natural bodies according te 
their qualifications and properties. 

In the figurative sense, Virtue is the rectitude, the integrity the dis: 
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position, the habit of the soul to do good and to follow what divine and 
human laws as well as reason dictate. 

“Whatis Fear? 

“Fear is the state of a person who is in a great emotion occasion. 
ed by the presence of a danger, or by the imagination of its ap- 
proaching. 

“Are the Deafand Dumb sensible of their misfortune or do they 
think all others are in the same situation with themselves? 

*T hose who know how to write do not think they are unhappy; but 
those who are not instructed are sensible of their misfortune, and are 
often jealous of the happiness of their other companions. 

Have the Deaf and Lumb bcfore their instruction any idea of a fu- 
ture staie? 

“Those who have been educated have an idea of it; but those who 
have never been instructed do not know what is a future state, and 
believe they die as animals die.” 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


As the temperature of the weather during the last year has been peculiarly variable, and 


the year has been unusually cold, it may be pleasing to many readers to see the result of 


an Uninterrupted series of observations by Fsahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The thermometer, with which the following resulis were formed, was kept in 
Charlestown, on the north side of a house, fifteen feet from the ground, in a place 
pertect.y expos: d to the air, where the direct rays of the sun never come, nor the re- 
flected! rays ull three o’oiock, the effeet of which is zone a the evening observation. 
The three obeervations were made at sun-rise, 2 o'clock, anc 1U o'clock, P. M. Where 
the ‘emperature of a day is mentioned, the average of the three observations f in- 
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General average of the year 45. 93. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Srvenat obituary notices are necessarily deterred. 

Dexitvren: Parsaxpsr; O. P, and Tesoeartrs, are reeeived 

We have on hand some comm nications trom persens, ¥ hose names are knewn & FF 
rnd te whom we should be happy lo address private answers, if we ceuld get time. 











